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1 doe not dedicate this , crahing 


y:ur protettion thereof againſt calumny, 


and cenſurezthe greateft Princes (1 know) 
cannos doe it 5 yea their owne perſons 
are not cenſure - proofe againſt the 
meaxeft varlets. Nor hereby to engage 
y0u to any fanour or defence thereof, 
beyond the direction of your owne indg- 
mens ; your free minde ( 1 know) 
disdaynes to ſtoope to ſich a lure , and 
mine t0 caſt it. out. Let the booke ſuffer 
its owne fate , for ſo it will ; hee th 
finas fault with it , et him tell mf 
and if I cannot end i > I will 46s 
knowledge the error. Nor 10 t4ke occa= 
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fron to flatter you;,y08 ave about it : and 
impoſiible attempts wvanich enen in” the 
undertaking. N or yet to pay you your due 
prayſe, Tam below it ; and Fame her ſelfe 
diſchargeth thas debs , borrowing the 
tongues of all men for her helpe : But to 
geftifie the honour I beare you far your 
tranſcendent worth in your ſelfe i and 
the gratitude , for your great fauours to 
mee. 1t wants proportion ( 1 confeſſe ) 10 
either ; which proceeds from my pouere 
fy of materialls : but as ſmall pictures 
compar d with greater tables,ſo thu (being 
all I haue to offer ) may preſent mee as 
linely , though not ſa largely 


STR, 


Your moſt humble and 


oblig:dſeruant, 


THO. VANE. 
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LEES ASE Os > 
TO THE READER. 


E ADE R, Dodtor Coſens 
MSI (/ince his coming into theſe 
Q DR: 7 farts) hath writte diver pa- 
DB pers againſt the Catholique 
dottrine and beliefe ; und 
hath shewed them, or deliuered the ſub- 
ſtance of the in diſcourſe to diners perſons, 
thereby to draw them, or keepe themfrom 
the Catholique Communion; who not ha- 
wing ability or leiſure to examine their 
rruth, I belecue , thought better of them 
than they deſerued. Theſe papers of his 
came afterwards into the hands of ſc- 
werall Catholiquer,and cach one anſwered 
that which hee hapned on , or which was 
( if any was ) more particularly addreſſed 
to him; which is the reaſon that hee hath 
more anſwerers than one , though to them 
| all, any one was more than enough. CA- 
' mongſt his papers, this again#t the fowrth 
Councell of Lateran came tomy hands, to 


| which1 ſoone after returned 4 briefe ans. 
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foe r,and ſo the matter reſted; but hearin 

ſince that hee , and ſome that thinke wel 
of him, hae triumphed 4n theſe his wor- 
kes,as though hee had gayned greatvitto- 
ries; that 1 might undeceine them, for (a 
much as I vndertooke, ( if at leait they 
will ſafer it,) and to informe all others, 
thatpleaſe to reade, 1 thought good a little 
ro enlarge my former anſwer, and toprint 
it with MF. Cayres. CAnd others there 
are, at leaſt one other , that I know , who 
if hee thought fit to print what hee hath 
written in anſwer to Dottor Coſens, could 
perhaps —_— more corruptions of his 
than we haue done, But heere are more 
than enough to warrant vs to ſay of him, 
45® Abigal ſaid of Nabal; for by his 
deeds he makes true the ſignificatio of his 
name: and that they that rely on him, will 
bee like thoſe that leane on a broken reeay 
ftaffe, which will run into their hands,and 
wound inſteed of ſupporting ther. 


OF THE GREAT GENE. 
rallCouncell of Lateran ynder 
Innocenrius the third ; ſaid to 
bee «Maximum es celeberrimum 
Concilium , Anno Domins 1215, 


AXIMY Myfor the number 
of eight hundred Priors and 
Abbots ( who had nowvoyces 
7 in Councells but by pritte 
ledge from the Pope ) Was at 
great againe 4s the number of theBishops. 
Celeberrimum , for it was enery where 
fimous for this one thing of ſpecial note in 
it, that ſo many men met together to no 
Þ purpoſe; met, but did nothing. Therfore of 
this ſo Greatand ſo famous a Councell, 

theſe be the words of Platina, (who was 


the Popes owne Secretary, ) invite Tnnde 
A iij 
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cent. IT. Venere multa tum quidem 
inconſultationem,nec decerni tamen 
quicquam aperte potuir, quod & Piſa. 
ni 8& G:nuenſes matirimo, & Ciſalpi- 
niterreſtri bellointerſecertarent. ES 
itaque proficiſcenstollendz diſcordiz 
cauſa Pontifex, Peruſii moritur. And 
zo the ſame purpoſe ave the words of 
Matth. Paris ( in Hiſtoria minori ) 
who lined 1m the ſame time when this 
Conncel! was called together. Concilium 
illud Generale, quod more papali, 
grandia prima fronte prez ſc tulit, in 
riſum 8 ſcomma defiit, quo Archie- 
piſcopos, Epiſcopos, Abbares, Deca. 
nos, Archidiaconos, omneſque ad id 
Concilium accedentes ludificatus 
elt. ( For after the Pope was gone to ap- 
praſe the tumults betweene the Genuenſes 
and them of Piſa,there was nothing done) 
Er cum nihil geriintanto negotiocer- 
nerent, redeundi ad ſua cupidi , ve- 
niam ſigillatim peticrunt. Quibus 
Papa non conceſſit, antequam f1bi 
grandem pecuniam promitliſſent , 
quam a mercatoribus Romanis prius 
accipere mutuo,Papxque ſolucre coa- 


the Councell of Lateray. , 
Qi ſunt, antequam diſcedere Roma 

otuiſſent, Papa iam accepra pecunia, 
quzſtuoſum Concilium difſoluit gra= 
cis, totuſque Clerus abiit txiſtis, 


ANSWER. 


It was called, Maximum ,you lay, 
for the number of eight hundred 
Priors and Abbots, ( who had no 
yoyce in Councell bur by priuiledge, 
from the Pope) was as greatagaine as 
the number of the Bishops. Tis true 
that it was iuſtly called maximum 
partly for this reaſon, though not for 
this only, for the number of voyces, 
not only of Bishops who haue their 
ſuffrages by common right, but cuen 
of Abbots and Priors, who haue 
theirs by the Popes grant, doth main= 
ly contribute ro the greatneſle of a 
Coſicell.Yet ſ{uppoſethe greatneſſeof 


this Councell be to be meaſured by 


the niiber of Bishops only, how many 
can there be named greater? but very 
fewintheworld; s therfore it may 
vell be called , Maximum. And Cele- 
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berrimumallo; not, that ſo many met 
together , but did nothing, ( as you 
ſay; ) bur becaule there were preſent 
the Pope in perſon, two Patriarchsin 
perſon, and the other two by their 
Legats, the Greeke and Roman Em- 
perours by their Legats, the Ambaſ- 
fadours of the kings of France, 
Spaine, England , Hieruſalem and 
Cyprus, with others ; asI $hall proue 
anon, Bur if ro be famous for doing 
nothing, and for being to no purpole 
deſerue the title of Celeberrimum, 
theſe goodly obieftions, when they 
are well knowne, will wuſtly bearethat 
title on their brow, LY 
You further tell vs , that Platina 

(whoſe words youcite) was the Popes 
owne Secretary:and you doe it cither 
to no purpoſe, or elſe to infinuate, 
that therfore hee was more knowing 
inthe truth of the ſtory , of the more 
faichfull hiſtorian, or both. For the 
former, it had indeed beene likely, it 
hec had beene Secretary tothe Pope, 
ynder whom this Councell aficm- 
bled, as any one would thinke you 

| meant, 


a 


the Councell of Lateran. »g 
meant, when you added thisnotein 
ſuch a weighty parentheſis, Bur cer- 
raincitis , that Platina was borne nia» 
ny ycarcs after the celebration of this 
Councell, and died inthe yeare 1484, 
which was aboue 260;,ycares after 
this Councell;;as {aigh Trichemius.de 
ſcriptorib. Ecclel, as hee is cited inthe 
workes of Platina,, the page betore 
the Epiſtle. This therfore is bur ade- 
ceiprlull inſinuation of yours. Or if 
you did not ſay this with intent to dg= 
ceiue others, but were your {cite de>, 
cciued; ſurely your carc:to informs 
your (elfe well beforc you write ,is 
very {mall.Befides if ityeretruc,that 
hee had bezne the Popes awne Scectee 
tary, as for greater emphaſis you CX- 
preſſe it , yet his authority canggr 
counterpoyle the authority af. ot 
thatareof a contrary..mind;{tothar 
you. thinks. Platina was, of,,) whom 
I shall by and by produce. And kWy 
Platina doth, not athcme to the prgy 
iudice of this Counce{l,.thar RP 
you erronegusly imagine heg dath, 


a1 hall pFelcnply chews As for his 
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faichfullneſſe, 1 doe not thinke yo 
will make his being the Popes owne 
Secretaty an argument therof; men 
of your coate are notſuch honourers 
ofthe Poper _ 

Now for the words themſclues of 
Plarina, you misvndetſtand them; for 
you apply thoſe words, yecdttermi ta- 
men quicgnam _ potuit, generally, 
to the whole bufineſſe of the Coun. 
ccll, whereas the intenr of them , at 
the moſt, is bur particular concerning 
the Holy Land, as the fore-going 
words doe shew, which are thetfe :x.47 
Pontifex vbi videret Sargcenorum po- 
tehtiam in Aſia toncreſeeve, aputl Late- 
rahum > maximim Conciliuns celebrat. 
V enere multa tur quidem in conſultatio- 
new, wec decerni tamen quicqudm aperit 
pituit , quod & Piſani & Genttnſes ma- 
Hitmo, & Ciſalpini terreſtri belts interſe 
tertabant. Thele words then; nec decer- 
hi tamien quicquam aperte pothit; are at 
the moſt to bee referred ro:the bui- 
ſincffe of che Holy Land, of ſending 
ayderhitther'; and making'refiftance 
againſt che Turkes iti” Atta, and. to 


the Councell'of Lateran. it 
nothing elſe. And the reaſon why 
nothing. could bee decreed in thar 
matter, was the warres hee mentions, 
which could not bee a hindrance from 
their making of other Canons in that 
Councell. | 

And ag itis apparent enough, that 
thisacmolt, was the mcaning of Pla- 
tina,t0 wit ,thatnothing was decreed 
concerning the Holy warre; and thar 
therforethis place makes nothing to 
your: purpoſe, who , hereby would: 
make-yoyde all the: Canons of this. 
Councell; ſoc ir is alſo apparent that 
Platina(if ſoe much was his meaning), 
was decciucd cuen in that ; and that 
there was ſomething decreed con- 
cerning the ſending of aſſiſtance to 
the Holy Land, as appeareth by the 
decree of the Expedition, which isat 
the end of the Canons, whoſe truth I 
Shall further proye by. and by. Yea, 
and that Platina did not ſoe much as 
deny the decree: of.the Expedition,in 
his words,, ne6 decexpkgquicguamaperte 
potmir, is very probable; for then hee 


would rather haue ſaid, nec decerns 
"IS.. 
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guirguam poruit , abſolutely 3 but his 
qualification of it by rhe word aper?, 
ſeemes to grant that ſomething was 
done, though not aperre. And thar 
ſomething was decreed,is manifeſt by 
that which I shall ſay hereafrer; what 
then hee meanes by theſe words , nec 
aperre ; in that which was decrecd, is 
not manifeſt. Perhaps by Dectee , 
hee meanes the (execution of | the 
Neerec, ih aftuall varring againſt the 
Turkes , wherein there was nothing 
openly done, whatſoeuer might bee 
ſecrerly done tending to: their preiu- 
dice. If this bee his meaning, (asno 
other can bee with truth inthe thing ) 
then; though his words bee obſcure, 
and improper to fignifie thus.much, 
yet his meaning isttue, but nothing 
ro your putpoſe, 

"But Nauclerus doth open this ob- 
—— and makes it cleere againſt 
you; for hee ſpeaking of the ſame bui.. 
ſineſſe';' and vfing the ſame 'words 
with Phatina,” in the reſt ,\inſteed of 
Platina's apeyre, hee ſaith 4pre; 6 nec de- 
cerni tamen quirquam apte porwit, quod & 
Piſani & Genuenſes &c. There could 


A Conntell of Lateran. i 
nothing bec* firly, conueniently, and 
ro the purpoſe decreed in regard of. 
the ryme becauſe of the yarres in Eu- 
rope. And immediatly ' after hee 
faith, (ro confutethat which youſay, 
that there was nothing done heere) 
Edite tamen nonnulls conſtitutiones rt< 

feruntur, but there are diucrs conſtitu- 
tions declared ro bee made. 

As for Matthew Paris his &ifforia 
minor, I cannot meet with it, and in 
the volume of his whole workes both 
maior and minor, ſer forth lately by 
D, Wats of London : T can findeno + 
ſuch words as you cite. And'if you 
had beene willing that your quotation 
Should haue bcene examined, you 
would haue giuen a man a neerer 
ayme than a whole hiſtory, wherher 
mator Or minor,to finde it in,cſpecially 
ina quotation ſo important to your 
maynedeſigne;ynleſſe you meantro 
giuca man more trouble than is faire 
inone that wtites a conttouerfie. The 
Iike'you haue alfo'done in ſome of 
your following authoritics, But if 
thele words, 'Er cum nihil geriin tanto 
B ij 
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necotio cernerent , which arc all that 
coacerne your purpoſe, bee to bee 
found in him, hee ſpeakes of the ſame 
expedition of the Holy Land, andof 
the exccucion therof, not. of the 
Decree it ſelfe, as the word ger: will 
aſyell bcarein its (ignification: andif 
hee meir otherwiſe hee had no good 
incelligence in the buiſineſſe, ( as [ 
Shall preſently proue ; ) for though 
hee-liucd jn the ſame time of this 
Counccll, yerheeliued ina farre di. 
ſtirplace, And his words,in #210 nego- 
zi0,doc ſurely poynt at ſome one par- 
ticular matter, which though it hauc 
beene the occaſion of calling many 
Councells, yet when the Prelats were 
met, they diſcuſſed and decreed many 
ocher. things. for the gqod of the 
Church, Soe thatthoughir beetruc 
that nothing was executed inthe great 
buſinefſe of theHoly yarres, by reas6 
of che warres in chriſtEdome,yet it is 
facre fro prouing that which youſoc 
boldly affirme, that ncirchex the De- 
cree of the expedition for the Holy 
Land, nor any one Canonwas made 
in this Cqunccll. They mer (ſay you ) 
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but did nothing4nor haue you" (Tam 
ſute') done/any thing againſt*them, 
And that you may further feethein- 
regrity of this yourAuthor,in matters 
concerning the perſon of this Pope, 
(which isthie purport of all the orhier 
wordsby youalleadped outofhim, ) 
reade* Baronius-in his laſt rome,anno 
1197; who telleth vs; that this:Mar- 
they Paris'ſcereth'ro have writthis 
hiſtory of purpoſe+to' take; -occa» 
lion ro ſclander the Popes ;and then 
reciting a tory, concludeth thus. i= 
diſti Lettor Paris 1neeninm , anmine 
male tomipoſatt maltinſeutentians, ves fit 
gerts verbloue foriware indigna Ramane 
Pontifice, & 4b hoc wnio tat patenti ment= 
datid'ratera diſcat ;&' taneas vided/que 
qua th cjit homp fide dignus,es rothsſit ins 
arpendis Rom. Ecchſ” Pontificibus.Atid 
ch fore his accuſation of the Pop 
for exaCting a'greatſymme of m 
ofthe Councell; firſt as itis imperti- 
nent to your builineſſe ; Cfor | his 
coucrounſeſſe/c6uld not nullifie rhe 
Canohs of the Couricell) ſoalfoisic 
moſt ynlikely to be txue, becauſe Paris 


| as _ CA Vindication of . 
(. is recorded fora flanderer, and Pope 
Innocent III. far a worthy and ex. 
jo wa cellent man.s Nayclerus calleth him, 
p.876. Vir dodtrina & moribus inſignis. And 
Placina, in his life, ſaith, con/tat cum in 


- 
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Fl guour genere vite probatiſiimum faiſe, 
In Ugnanque qut inter Sanitos Pontifices 
'% cenſeatur. And againe in the next 
b: wards tothofe you citc, cuiws viiaadeo 
probate fuit,' vt poſt ,eime moriem, nihil 
eorum que in vita egerit, laudanerit, in- 
obaverirque, immutatum ef. The ſame 
.al{o-ſaich- Nauclerus; and adds, quiz 
& religionis.apprime tudioſus. But you 
are glad to cite any thing to thediſ. 
_— of a Pope, though there 

e no colour of truth for ir, 

. Now chat nothingar all was done in 
this Councell, which is the mayne 
matter you.driue at,*&: for which you 
haue misinterpreted the meaning of 

\Platina, and Paris , is very vntruc. 
Which I proue, firſt by the authority 
of Gregory IX. who liucd inthe time 
of this' Councell, and; was created 
Pope'but about eleuen yearcs after, 


and commanded the Decrees Should 
; c 
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"beputin che body of the Canon law, 
whercin hee vied the (eruice oft Ray- _ 
mundus , of phom Platna chus wrt- « zz vits 
tcrh , © Raymaundum antcom Barchtno' Greg tX, 
nenſem, quo adtutore tn comp:lundo libro ** 
Decretalium, Gregorimns w/.45 et, 1ta quis 
dam iam laudant, vt maiort commend a= 
tone laudart nemo port, And Bins in Ls 8 
the life ofthe ſayd Gregory IX lauh lf poſt = 
tharthis Raymundus was Canonlized »-» rm» 3 
by Clement VLIT, P 4i9 XV. 
Secondly, I proue it by the tefti- 5 74,,,., 
mony of the greateſt Duwines of that ſent, arft.r7 
age, S. Thomas, andS. Bonauenture, Ares 
who (peaking of the preceprt of yearly s Bona. 4 
confeſſion , ſay that the Church did (#* 4. 17 
inſticute it, and the Fathers commang 7457: 
it inthis Counccll, | 
Thirdly, by theteſtimony of the 
Councell of Trent, which ſpeaking 
of the ſame Decree , calls it, the conſtt» Cone. Tri 
fulron of the great Lateran Comncell, And wh 7 
that the AQs of this Councell were 
| alwayes extant, and arc not countere 
fair, appeares , in that they now are, 
and hauc beenc inthe body af the Ca- 
non law, cycr ſincethetime of Greg, 
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Yaron, tom. 
113. ang 
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IX. who commanded them to bein. 
{erred ; and - 4740 1234. Which were 
bur ninetcenc yeares afterthe Coun. 
cell, approucd the colleCtion. Neither 
couldany man haue meanes to know 
the truth of the Canons better than 
hee, the Councel! hauing beene held 
not long before, by his vncle, in that 
Citty , where hee being Pope could 
command the {1ght of all the monu. 
ments; and many yerc ſtill aliuc who 
had beene preſent inthe Councell ce. 
lebrated bur ninetecne yeares before 
the publishing of theſe Canons, & 
knew therfote what was done in it, 
better than thoſe who were further 
remoucd, cither in time as Platina 
was, or in place as was Matithey Patis, 
if they had (as yon luppole ) laid any 
thing againit it, Nor yas itlikely that 
Pope Gregory either would or could 
haue obtruded them beforethe cyes 
of {uch great Prelats and Princes, for 
gecrees made in Councell, hadthey 
not beene {o indeed. Nor would the 
Church(the things there determined 
{oc much concerning her ) nor they 


& 


the Councell of Lateran 19 
who did ſoc much emulate her pro. 
ceedings, haue beenc lilent, had luch 
a thing beene attempred. 

Laitiy I proue thatthere were Ca» 
nons made inthis Councell, yea and 
thar thoſe Canons were recciued in 
England, ( a thing which you deny 
towards the end of your diſcourſe) 
by a/generall Coucell(ſoitis ſtiled ) f Marth: 
of England ,held at Oxford, by Stes — 
phen Archbishop of Canterbury, in 22. 
the yeare1222. which was but ſeuen 
yeares after this of Lateran,and abour 
12. yeares before the Canans therof 
were put into the Decretalls by Gre- 
gory IX. where towards the enditis 
laid, s 8 autem omnia fine bono conclu= g Bing Ci-\ 
dantar , Lateranenſe Concilium ſab ſan- 199.7. 
(te recordationis Papa Innocentiocele- fol. 85; ws 
bratumsin preftatione decimarum in aliis 
capitulus precipimus obſeruart. But this 
15not all you hauc to lay againſt this 
Coungcll; 


C. 

There be many things beſides, which 
may make vs inſtly ro ſuſpect the authe> 
rity of this pretended great Councell, For 
C ij 
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#rff before Cochleus pus 11 forth, i it Way 
Bener ex1411;4aua it wes but lately neither 
that he pi! 1 forth yin the yeare 1538, 
Three yeares tifore, whe Merlenput forth 
the Conncells; there was noſuch Councell, 
zhat hee met withlls 10 ſer out 5 11 t« not 
in his carton. But Corhleus ( a man not 
fo well ro be truſted , & whe feigned 
many thines 1, writing Luthers life ) tells 
us, that hee had the Decrees of thi Coun- 
cell out of an antient booke ; bur where hee 
got that booke, or who firſt compiled 11, of 
of what authority ut was , hee tells vs ne- 
thing at all. It is meſt likely ; that amient 
booke was no other but the booke of the 
Pope's Decretalls, where thoſe things that 
are/aid by him to be decreed in this Conn- 
cell, are heeve and there ſcattered inſenr- 
rall places. Thoſe ſeatterings ( 1 belieue ) 
aid Cochleus , or ſome other , collett to- 
gether, and made vp one boaly of them i 
manner and forme of a Councell. But ſo ill 
fauored a forme hath hee ziuen it , that 
often it” betrayeth it ſclfe not to be ge- 
Puine , and taken ont of any awthenticke 
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the Connell of Lateran, 2t 
ANSWER, 

F You further ſay; that there are 
many things beſides, which may 
make you iuſtly ſuſpe@che authority 
of this pretended great Counccll, as 
you are plcalcd to call it, I caſily be- 
lieue that there are many things that 
make you not only to ſulpe&, bur 
flatly to reie the authority of this 
and many other Genera]l Councells, 
bur none iuſtly. But it is nottheau=» 
thoricy of this Generall Councell, 
(which is the ſame in all, ) bur the 
yerity of the Canons and Decrees 
therof (vou wou'd haue ſayd) and the 
authoricy of the that afhrme thoſeDe- 
crees, that you with ſo much ſagacity 
ſulpett. And if -you thinke the 
Councell and the Canons thereof bur 
pretend:d , which are ackno: ledged 
true by the voyce of all the Catholt- 
= of the world , w hat shall make 
them to be accounted reall 7or shall 
the voyce,of one pretendedDeane dis 
minish their reality? and if you thinke 
this Councell bur pretendedly Great, 
which conſiſted of the greateſt num 
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ber, of the greatelt perſons both Ec. 
cleſfiaſticall and ſecular, that euer mer 
tog::thcrin the world, I muſt needs 
thinke that the common ſence and 
ynderſtanding ofa man,is in you but 
pretended. Doth not Platina zhe Popes 
owne Secretary, Clole by the » ords 
ciced by you, ſay , Poxtifex apud Late- 
ranum, maximum Conciliam celebrat? 
And doth nor your owne Mathey 
Paris ,inthe yords by you cited , ſay 
Concilium i//ud Generale? belides many 
more and better witneſſes. And can 
you after allthis,call it ſoe ſcornefully 
a pretended Great Councell ? yeano 
Generall Counccll, no Councell at 
all? as vou doc in the latter end of 
your pamphlet. Surely you are Go- 
liath that defic the whole hoſte of IC- 
racl, yet euery one, though as little 
as Dauid, is able to cutof your head, 
with your owne lyord. 

Now the grounds of your ſuſpi- 
tion,wherby you would dilmount the 
Canons of this great Councell, arc lo 
feeble, that they shew you are no 
Skilfull cnginier, Wherot one 1s, bes 
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cauſe Merlin hath it not in his edition, 
hee could not meet with it,ro ſer it 
forth. Bur this isa poore argument; 
for firſt wee know that there were 
many other Councells which Merlin 
could not mcet with,which haue ſince 
beene put forth, and Proteſtants I 
thinke will not deny,thar there were 
{uch, as the ſecond of Nice, fower of 
Latcran,two of Lions, one of Vienne, 
and one of Florence ; and this of Flo= 
rence was celebrat<d later than any 
that hee (ets downe, and was the laſt 
Gencrall one that was held beforc his 
publishing of his booke,abour fower- 
icore ycares before it, And yerit 
{cemes that hee could not mect with 
the Records of this Councell,or elſe 
hee did purpoſely omit it, which is 
not likely, how much more caly then 
Was it for him to mille this of Late- 
ran, which was held about zoo. yeares 
before. Beſides,it is manitcit that nei- 
ther the world at that timc,nor hee 
himſelfe did belicue, that hee had ſet 
torth all the Councells; as appeares 
bythe king of France his Priuiledge 
| at the beginning of his worke, and 
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his owne words at the end of his 
Epiſtle before the ſecond volume, 
The words of the kingsPriuiledgeare 
thele, Concilia que in Eccleſia a rempo- 
ribus Apoftolorum w/que ad conceſſum 
Baſilienſem celebrata potuerunt coacers 
wari;by which it appeares that as the 

were all that they could then get, lo 
they were not abſolutelyand certainly 
all that were. The words of Merlin 
himſelfe arethele. Nam ſi authentica, 
entegra, ſolida, & 4 midis expertia fuc- 
Tint exeplaria, vnudehecfideliter excerp- 
ta ſant,apprime caftigata ſunt, pura,vera, 
& ſincera que profero , ſuori Archetypori 
quidem germanam conditionem pra fe fer 
rentia gue [7 grato animo twleris, prope- 
tems ( cor fide ) ampliora noſtris te ſadori- 
bus ifſecuturum : by which ir likevilc 
appeares that hee did belicuc that 
there were diuers others which hee 
had not ſet downe. Now for you to 
inferre that becauſe hee could nor 
meet with this Councell of Lateran, 
therforethere wasnone ſuch, is a very 
vniuſt conſequence, and is as ſtrong 
againſt the eight other aboue named, 
as agalaſt this, Agothcr 
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Another ground of your shrewd 
ſuſpition is, becaule Cochlz''s firſt 
ut it forth , and becauſe hee pur ir 
forth bur lately ; ſoe that you obie& 
both againſt the perſon , and againſt 
therime. For the perſon of Cochlzus, 
you ſay, hee wasnota man ſowcllto 
bee truſted; and to make that pro-« 
bable, you ſay ,that hee feigned ma- 
ny things in writing Luthers life, 
Againſt the time of Cochlzus his 
edition you obict,becaulc it waslate« 
ly ſet forth, ro wit , inthe yeare 1538. 
three yeares after Merlin ſect forth his 
edition of the Councells, I will firſt 
conſider the truth of what you ſay, 
and then the force therof. Concer- 
ning Cochlzus his edition of this or 
any other Councell, I can find no« 
thing, but that Bellarmine in his con 
trouerſies reckons him amongſt ſuch 
as haue writ ofthe Councells, yet hee 
doth notreckoniramongſt the cata-« 
logue of his workes, in his booke de 
Script. Ecclef. nor canl finditheere 
in Paris, Yer taking what youſayin 
this for granted, I doe not find that 
- | | D 
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h:cwasa man leſſeto be rruſted than 
Meclin, or any other; for Bll: calleth 
him, Y ir dodtiitmus , & fidet Catholice 
Propegnator exUmIns ; and therfore you 
who traduce a man without an 
procfc. are much leſſe to be truſted 
thinhe:yeathan any man T know,for 
your many fal{ifications,proued both 
inthis and your other writings. As for 
your ſaying that hee faigned many 
things in writing Luthers life,that is but 
anew ſlander which as you doe not 
offer to proue , ſo it is impoſſible 
you should; for how can you know 
the heart of another mi from whence 
his faigning muſt proceed + Hee may 
indced write that which is falſe, but 
that hee did ſo by his owne fiftion, 
and not by others misinformation, 
ou cannot be aſſured, ynlefſe hee 
fimſelfe had confeſſed it, which you 
doe not proue that hee hath. Nor doe 
you proue ſo much as that hee hath 
written any thing falſe of Luther. 
You alſo ſuſpe& Cochlzus his edi- 
tion of the Councells in regard ofthe 
time , becauſe hee ſet it forth lately. 
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And whartl pray, is lately?you ſay,the 
yeare 1538. which 1s a hundred and 
cight yeares agoe. Indeed in compa=« 
riſon of the Apoſtles times ir is but 
lately , bur in compariſon of the 
inuention of printing , which was 
but abouttwo hundied yeares agoe, 
and according to the ordinary ac- 
count of ſchollers in editions of 
bookes , I belicue none will ae- 
count a booke ſer forth a hundred and 
eight yeares agoe ,a thing lately ſer 
forth. Much lefſe hauc you reaſon to 
accolititſo,ſcing you doe not account 
Merlins ſo, which yet (as you ſay)was 
{et out bur three yeares before. Iris a 
paradox to ſay , Merlin an antienr 
writer in the yeare 1535. Cochlzus a 
late writer in the yeare 1538. Can 
'three yeares odds in a hundred and 
eleuen make one to be called late,and 
therforeto be ( as youſay )ſuſpetted, 
and not the other ? Surely if this your 
argument of lateneſſe be good againſt 
one, itis ſoagainſt both; wherby you 
may , according to your prudence, 


ſuſpeall the Councells ſer forth by. 
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Merlin. But I will giue your ſufpition 
yer more ſcope; for Mcrlin published 
the Councells in the yeare 1524. as 
appeares by the laſt words of the 
whole worke; ſo that Cochlzus his 
edition was full fourreene yeares 
after Merlins,according to your com. 
putation of Cochlzus, And now to 
turne the poynt of your argament 
vpon yourlelte,this laterneflc of Co. 
chlxus is (o farre fro being a ground 
of ſuſpitio,that itis( by iult lo much) 
a ſtronger confirmation of the truth 
and exattneſſe of his worke. It was but 
by accident that the Councells were 
printed at any time; they might haue 
beene ler alonerill rhis preſent year, 
or not printed at all, would that haue 
made you ſuſpe& the truth ot them 
all-ir would chen hauc made the world 
ſufpet you for a very weake man, or 
rather haue pur you below all ſuſpi- 
tion. But it ſo falling out that the 
Councells were printed at ſenerall 
times, by the care of ſeucra]l men, the 
later they wereprinted,the more mea- 


ncs had the publisher to make further 
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ſearch, and ro enforme himſelfe our 
of the Manuſcripts more fully ; as wee 
find, thatin all editions of bookes,the 
lateſt ( if the publisher apply due dili- 
gence) are moſt full , moſt pure, and 
moſt corre. I hope youwill not ſay 
that the late edition of S$, Chryſo- 
ſtome by Ss. Henry Sauill, is ther- 
fore the more (uſpitious. So that 
heere is neither truthin the grounds 
of your ſuſpition , nor reaſon that this 
laſt chould be any ground, thoughir 
were true, 

Youſay moreouer, that Cochlzus 
ſayes,thar hee had the Decrees of this 
Councell our of an antient booke, but 
where hee got that booke, or who firſt 
compiled it , or of what authority it 
was, hee tells vs nothing at all. And 
you adde your conieCture, as weakeas 
your former ſuſpition, that it is moſt 
likely, that that booke was the Popes 
Decreralls, where the ſuppoſed Ca- 
nonsof This Councell are ſcattered 
in ſeucrall places, Concerning Coche 
Izus I can ſay nothing,ſecing I cannot 
meet ( as Iſaid beforc) with this his 
D iij 
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worke that you cite , but I will fauour 
youſo farre asto ſuppole youſaytrue, 
& the colider the purpole of it, which 
indeed is none at all. Burt for thar 
hee had it out of an ancient bookeis 
much to his purpoſe, which booke {I 
will be bold co conieQure, ſeeing you 
are ſo for your liking ) was the very 
Originall of the Councell it {elfe; and 
where hce got it, is impertinent for 
youto demand, And forthis my con- 
iefture I will giue you good ground, 
this, that in Crabs cdition of the 
Councells I finde an Epiſtle to 
the Readcr betore the beginning of 
this Councell, thetitle wherof is this; 
Bartholomeus Laurens N ouitmagenfis 
Lefori; the beginning of the Epiſtle 
this. 7 ec ſant que ex Archetypo ills cuins 


ſupra mentio fit, letFu adeo difficili, ſum» 


mo labore deſcripſimus; que ſi cut grataT& 
vtilia furrint, primum gratias agat Deo, 
qui horum qualecunque exemplar hucuſ- 
que ſeruauit ; deinde F. Petro Crab, qui 


® hoc ipſum vt inter Cocilia ederetur, procu- 


rams. And this perhaps is the preface 
whichyou mention hereafter and al- 


the Councell of Lateran. 51 
cribe to Cachlzus, tor other I finde 
not. Bur whoſe {ocuer it was, it proues 
thus much,thar this Councell ( which 
was firſt published ( thatTI can find) 
by Peter Crab) was taken out of the 
Original Record, than which there 
can beno berrer authority ; and lo hee 
ſaith againe inthe body of his Epiſtle, 
certein editione hac ſedulo curatum eft, ne 
quicquam et ab Archetypo alienum ingers 
peſſer. And in this edition is theDe- 
crec of the expeditis, and the others, 
which in particular you hereafter 
ſeeke ro nullifie, y herby thoſe obie- 
ftionsare beforehand anſwered ; yet 
Iwill ſay more when I come tothem. 
Burt ſuppoſe the Decrees of thisCoun- 
cell had becne taken out of the Popes 
Decreralls (the originall being loſt, 
as were the Canons of the firſt Coun- 
cell of Nice, which makes ſo much 
vncertainty about the number of thE) 
into which they were inſerted ( asI 
Shewed before ) by Gregory the 
| ninth, butafew yeares afterthey were 
* madc; inſcuerall places, according to 
* the ſeucrall ticles tro which they were 
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to be referred ( which you diſgrace. 
fully call ſcattering ) what impeach- 
ment 1s this vnto their credit ? The 
Popes Decretalls are a teſtimony 
of no {mall reputation amongſt all 
learned Chriſtians. And why | pray 
ſcatterings? the Decretalls are not a 
colleftion of the Councells, that fo 
you Should cxpe& cucry Canon in 
his order , but a digeſtion of the Ca- 
nons of all the Councells that per. 
tayncto one matter, vnder one head; 
like the colleion of the Statutes of 
England by Raſtall and others; (out 
of which if one would vndertake to 
extrattall the lawes made in Queene 
Elizabeths raigne , hee muſt looke 
perhapsina hundred ſeuerall places) 
which yer I thinke you will not call 
ſcattering, but merhodicall digeſtion, 
Bnt theſe are the reproaches throwne 
vpon the chicfec ſpirituall father of 
the Chriſtian world, by thoſe whom 
God hath (like Symeon and Leu) 
for the cruel] ſchiſme they haue made 


in the Church, dinuided in Jaaceb and 
ſeancred is 1/racl. Burt from whence | 
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the Councell of Lateran. 33 
ſocuct the frſt publisher of thisCouna 
cell tookethe Cans thereof,certaine 
itis that they wereacknowledged,and 
aſcribed to this Councell, by a teſti. 
mony aboue all exception,'-amely,of 
the whole clergy of England ina 
Councellat Oxford,as I hauc shewed 
before, & that, 12. yeares beforethe 
booke of the Decretalls was compi- 
led. Sothat from the Decremlls is 
not the ficſt view that ec hauc of the 
Canons of this Councell. 

Youagaine repeat, and ſay, Thoſe 
ſcatrerings ( you belicue ) Cochlzus 
or ſome other did colle@ together, 
and made vp one body of them in 
manner and focmeof a Councell. Bur 
ſoill fauoured a forme hee hath giuen 
it, that it often betraycthirſelfe nortto 
be genuine , and taken out of any au- 
thentique coppic. Evennoy youſayd 
( withour doubt ) that it was Cochlzus 
that ſer forth this Councell ,now, it 
was hee or {ome other; and this I muſt 
necds grant is very true; for if it be ſet 
forth , certainly it was cither by one 
erangthes. And if it were not Coche | 
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lzus, then hauc you loſt;guch la. 
bour in ſceking ro poyſon his credit 
herein. And if it were ſome other, 
then is your decrying this Councell 
by reaſon of this edition of Cochlzus, 
of no force, forthen I affirme, that 
this /ome other , was a man} of the 
greateſt credit of all other, and fo 
the caſc is clcere againſt you, out of 
your one words, and you ſay no. 
thing hecre to impeachthe credit of 
this other; which I wonderart, for you 
may aſwell ſpeake againſt you know 
not whom, as ſay you know not what, 
as you doc in all this diſcourſc. You 
rooke it ill of Cochlzus that hee did 
not tell you where hee had that an- 
tient booke; and hauc not wee much 
more reaſonto take it ill of you, that 
villnottell vs whoit was that firſt pur 
forth this Coficell you ſo much finde 
fault with , nor giue vs any ayme to 
finde out this cditio you meanec (writ- 
ten by you know not whom) from 
any other 2? but although you heere 
fayle ys, yet you thinke you come 
heme to ys in thas which folloves; 
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and although you know not who firſt 
put forth this Councell, and that wee 
know that both firſt and laſt have 
doneit in the ſame manrier ; yet vith- 
out relation to the publisher , the 
very forme ofthis Councell , youſay 
is ſo ill fauoured, that it often be- 
trayeth itſelfe not to be genuine, and 
taken our of any authentique coppy. 
Which deepecharge of yours againſt 
this Councell will recoyle ypon your 
ſelfe, and by the ill fauoured forme 
therof,betray it ſelfe notto be ſchol- 
lerly , nor taken out of any authenti- 
que coppy Either of reaſon or autho- 


rity. 
C 


For ſecondly,who wil beliene ? whocan 


perſuade himſelfe , that this Councell of 


Lateran should cite the Conncell of Late- 
ran in the Decrees and Canons which 
were there compiled? that u,that it should 
cite it ſelfe , as a Conncell not now ſitting» 
but paſſed and held a long time ( or ſome 
rime at leaſt ) before it *The tile of other 
Councells v/erh robe, Haxc \anQta Syno- 
dus decernit , or placuit ge Santz 
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Synodo, as a /e/fion now in being , when 
they make thery Decree. But this Coun« 
cel! of Lateran ſpeakes of it ſelfr,as of ſome 
other Lateran Councell, then was at that 
zime ſitting, Fuit , & noſcitur fuiſſe, & 
of ſome decrees made before , fix ſeuerall 
gimes nogether ; once mm the 11. chapt. 
zwice in the 29. three times move in the 
33. 46 and 61. Chapters. In Latera- 
nenſi Cgcilio pia fuit inſtirutione pro- 
uiſum.De multa prouidetia fuic in La- 
teranEſi Cocilio prohibiti. Deuolua- 
tur collatio ſecundum ſtatutum La- 
ecranenſis Concilii. Erin Latcranenſi 
Concilio nolcitur fuifſe prohibuum, 
W:/! any man thinke theſe be the words 
of the Councell of Lateran it ſelfe? 
ANSWER. 

Will any man thinke theſe be the 
words of a man that conſiders what 
heeſayes? who will belieue, whocan 
perſuade himſelfe, that a pillar of his 
ic, should frame an accuſation 
againft a Councell , which (to phraſe 
it moſt gently, ) is ( | belieue ) the 
greateſt ouerſhght that euer was yet 


commirted in this kinde?You ſay that 
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this Councell while it was fitting, 
docth cite it ſelfe, as a Councell thar 
had ficten ſome while before; and to 
proue it you alleadge fix places , 
whereinthere is menti6 of the Coun- 
cell of Lateranz and you moſt weakly 
imagine, that the Counccll of La- 
teran there ſpoken of , is this 
Councell of Lateran that ſpeakerh. 
Know then( and a great shame it is 
that you should be guilty of ſuch an 
ignorance ,asnot to know it before 
you framed this terrible obicion) 
that there were foure Councells of 
Lateran, ( according to the moſt re- 
cciued opinion concerning the place) 

of which three were before this; and 
the Cquncell of Lateran citcd in this, 

was that which was cclebrated next 
before this, vnder Pope Alexander 
the third, in the yeare11$0, wherein 
all thoſe places you (more punQually 
than any other ) docalleadge, are to 
be found. And is it poſſible that you 

( who talke ſometimes, as if you had 
becne Secretary toall the Councells) 
could be ſo ignorant,as neuer to hauc 
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read or heardof any Councell of La. 
eeri butthis,ſo that finding in this the 
Councecll of Lateran cited, you 
should thinke this Councell cited 
it ſelfe? for if you had bur read this 
Councellin Binius, you should hauc 
found all theſe places by you cited,re- 
ferred in the marget totheirparticular 
chapters , inthe former Councell of 
Lateran, vnder Alexander the third, 
Orif any man had forged this Coun- 
ccll (as youiniurioufly to vs imagine) 
could you thinke him ſo filly a fel- 
low, asto conceiue ſuch a grofieab- 
{urdityas this,should ſtcale away vn- 
obſcrued ? And ifhee did not belicuc 
hee should alwayecs eſcape yndilco. 
ucred, (as to his cternall ynhappi- 
neſſe, by your (cuerer inquiſition, hee 
hath not, ) could you thinke him ſo 
foolish asto doc4thing initſelfe moſt 
abſurd and impertinent, which had 
noend in it, ( tor itwas all one whe- 
ther this Councell cited the Coun« 
cell of Latcran or no, ) and which 
could arriuc at no other cnd , butthe 
ruinc of that which was hls mains 
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deſigne , namely , the begetting of 
the worlds bclicfe to this his edi- 
tion of this Councell; to which he 


! muſtnceds foreſce,thatthis would be 
the vndoubred ouerthrow? 


But howeucr, you make bold to 


| flight and traduce ſome particular 
| Catholiques , though molt learned 
' andyertuous, yet (tovſe a frequent 


word of your owne, but much more 
ſcaſonably ) 1 wonder how you dare, {0 
caſlily to condemne all Catholiques 
in general ; as troſuppoſcthat all the 
Popes, Catholique Bishops, Diuines, 
Canoniſts, and other learned men in. 
numerable of theCatholiqueChurch, 
yea thoſe whole intereſt 15 mightily 
concerned in this Councell, cuecn all 
temporall Princes, whoſe Lay-depen- 
dants are nnt few in number, norfaint 
in courage ,nor all defcCtiue in lear- 
ning , but ſomeof them yery eminent 
therein, were all ſo blind rothis grand 
abſurdity as nottoſecir ,ifthey were 
Clergy , not enc amongſt ſo many 
millions not to haue ſo much fears 
of the God of heauen nor honeſty 
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40 A vindication of 
as to diſcouerlir;if they were of 
the Laity, notto haue ſo much regard 
rothe God of this world, proper in. 
tereſt and to humane prudence,as to 
publish this prodigious forgery ; but 
ro ſuffer theſe Canons to be blanched 
oucrwith the title of a great Generall 
Councell, and by that meanes cur. 
rant through the world , ynrill you 
vith much induſtry and art,comeand 
diſ- ouer this long hidden ſecret, and 
myſtery of iniquity , ro Catholiques 
ercrnall Shame (as you ſurely thinke) 
and your owne etcrnall honour, 

Bur now you may lee, that when 
men with pride and obſtinacy fight 
againſt the truth , they fall into that 
pit of shame and folly, that they pre- 
par'd for others, Y ea you goe on vith 
more couragethan foreſight, thus; 


Therfote thirdly, Cochlens is fainetd 
excuſe the matter by a contettare, ( inhis 
preface to this Councell ſer forth by Crab) 
that theſe decrees were colletFed and 
brought into this forme, wherein heepre- 
ſents them, by Pope Innocentins bimelfe, 
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ſame while after the Countell was dhe. 
Hecites three chap.of the Councell-'s that 
pirpoſes(three of thoſe ſix that are named 
afore ) and ſaves, the Reader will eaſily 
deprehend ajmuch. Biut what reader well 
like it well , that the deevees of « Countell 
shoald be written ſome while after the 
Colitell s ended?It wws alwayes the w/e of 
Councells to write their owne decrees,and | 
10 ſine them to0,btfore they went away. 
| 


And Innocent the Pope was mot [6 weake a 

Scribe , as to make the Synode it ſelfe 
ſpeake after ſach a manner, InLateranceſi 

Concilio noſcitur fuiſſe prohibicum;z 

or, fiat hoc, ſecundum quod protiiſan ' 
eſt in Latcranenh Concilio &c. which | 
certainly is nor the ſtile of the jIr1it Cout- 
cell concerning it ſelfe; Innocent the third 
knew well enonzh what belonged 10 it. 


ANSWER. 
Firſt you made Cochlzus #uilty of 

a fowle fault, and now you bring him 

in makingan excule,and both falſely, 

Firſt,l can finde no ſuch conieCure as 

you [peake of, and ſecondly ifit were 

to be four, itisnv excuſe. You ſay 

| | F 
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it isto be found in his preface to this 
Councell ſer forth by Crab ; but wee 
may ſooner gather the Sibylls leaues 
than finde it, for- there is no ſuch 
rhing. There is indeed an epiſtle of 
Bartholomxus Laurens,whichlT hauc 
mentioned before, & by which you 
were confuted, it being thereby pro. 
ucd that that edition was taken out of 
the originall,forwhichthere needs no 
exculc. Beſides, it isa thing in it ſelfe 
improbable, that Cochlzus who (as 
youſay)wrotethisCouncell himſelfe, 
Should afterwards write a preface to 
another mans cdition of the ſame 
Councell, But ſuppoſe this conieure 
you mention (to wit , that the/ec decrees 
were colletted and brought into thu farme 
hepreſents them, by Pope Innocent him- 
felfes ſome while after the Councell was 
doxe)belome where to be found; what 
excuſe 4s thisI pray , or what dothit 
excule ? If the coniefture be true, it 
confines the whole cauſe againſt you: 
namely, that all theſe decrees were 
made in the Councell; if it be falle, it 
15nothing, But you draw coſequences 
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from hence which are certainly moſt 
pittifull and inconſequent,with which 
while you thinke to ſtrengthen your 
cauſe, you doe weaken the credit of 
your owne vnderſtanding. 
Youſay,what reader will like it well; 
that the decrees ofa Councell should 
be written ſome while after theCoun- 
cellisended? AndI ſay, what reader 
(bur yout captious ſelfe)will diſlike it? 
Indeedif the decrees of the Councell 
had beene written ſome while before 
the Councell began, you might iuſtly 
haue asked, who would hauc liked it; 
but to aske who will like, that they 
Should be written afterwards , is moſt 
ridiculous. But you ſuppole, becauſe 
itis ſayd in the conieture you al- 
leadge, that they were collefed and 
digeſted into the forme they are in, 
after the Councell was aone , that 
therforethey were not written inany 
forme, no notat all inthe Councell ir 
ſelfe;to which purpoſe you ſay, that 
it wasalwayes the vie of Councellsto 
write their owne decrecs, and to /iene 
them too , (as very pertinently you 
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ade) before they went away; intima. 
ting hereby ,that they did nor ſo in 
this Councell; and your reaſon is, be. 
cauſc Pope Innocent did colle& them 
intoth* formethey now are in, ſome 
while after the Councell was done, 
Surely you did not conlider whatall 
impartiall mcn would conceiuc of 
your aþility,ſceing you maketuchan 
infeeenceas this; ſo poore, that fey in 
the world would haue made them- 
ſelucs guilty of the like. And I de- 
mand of all ctheworld, whcther thede- 
crees of the Councell couid not be 
written, 41d ſigned 100, by, and in the 
Counce)l, and yet be brought into 
this formc, or method , wherein they 
now are, by Pope Innocent tome 
while after? euery one that hath bur 
common lenſe will conclude againſt 
you. Yea his colle@ing and purting 
rchemintoa forme ſome while after, is 
a proofe { cleane contrary to what 
youinferre, namely) that they: were 
written ſome where, and in fowe 
forme or other before, For otherwiſe 
from whence should Pope Innocent 
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colle&iheſe decrees? out of hisme- 
mory ? thatis moſt improbable. Col- 
letion imports northe inuenting or 
making them , bur the. gathering of 
them out of ſome Records or other; 
and our of the originall it is moſt 
likely(if he gathered them at all)that 
herooke his colleCtion, ſecing he li- 
ued in the time and place of this- 
Councell, and was preſcntand preſi- 
dent therein, Your argument then is 
no berter than this, The Scriptures of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles werecol- 
letted and brought into a forme writ- 
ten and printed, againe and againe, 
after the firſt writers were deadand 
gone; therfore they were not at firſt 
written by themſelues or their af- 
lignes, | 

You further labour toafſoyle Pope 
Innocent from the guilt of forging 
theſe Decrees, (for you take it for 
graunted thar they were forged, and 
Cochlzus you are moſt conſtantto, 
tor the man that forged them, ) bc- 
cauſe Pope Innocent was not ſo weake 
alcribe(youſay)tomake the Synode 
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quote it ſelfe ; Wherein you mighe 
well haue ſpared your paynes, for 
Quis(queſo) vaquam Vituperauit Hereu- 
lem? who, I pray, cucr accuſed Pope 
Innocent hereof ?you thinke Coch- 
Izus doth, becauſe he conieQtures ( as 
you lay ) that theſe Decrees were co]- 
lefted and brought into this forme by 
Pope Innocent, after the Councell 
was diflolucd ;asif to collef decrees, 
and bring them into ſome or other 
forme afccr the diſſolution of the 
Councell, were all one as to torge 
them? A conceipt ſurely ynworthy of 
any wdicious man. [nnocet the Pope 
(youlay,andtruly,) wasnot ſo weake 
aScribeasto make the Synod quore 
itſelfe, he knew well enough what be- 
longedtoir. Yerſo ynhappy are you, 
that you cannot ſupport this truth, 
(which no body puts you to, by de- 
nying ) but by affirming a greatcr 
falshood, namely, that this Councell 
doth cite itſelfe. Butif you had beene 
ſo gooda Scribe, as to haue knowne 
alwell what belongeth ro the making 
of obicCtions againſt a Councell, as 
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Pope Innocent did the ſtile of Coun- 
cells, you would I thinke haue kept 
your owne counſell, and beene more 
lilentin this matter, Bur you goe on, 
and lay. 
Ge 

Wee had beſt therfore belieue Platina, 
non eſt decretum ibi quicquam; non 
potuit ibi decerni {8 4 Impro- 
bauit Innocentius ipſe Abbatis loa- 
chim libellum , damnauit ipſe Alme- 
ricum. He fayes , 18 was not the Councell 
of Lateran that made any decrees to con- 
demne them; but that Pope Innocent con= 
demned them himfelſe. And wee may 
wek! conclude, That both theſe and 
other things, de quibus nihil decerni 
potuit in Concilio, were bythe Pope ſet 
downe in his owneDecretalls;out of which 
he tooke thoſe Canons » whoever he was 
that compiled them into the forme of 4 
Conncell. 

ANSWER. 

Youſay, wee had beſt therfore be- 
licue Platina;which I grauntwee may 
doe, butnot your ſenſe of his words, 


vhich I haue alrcady retured, But 
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what degree of truſt ſocuer wee yeeld 
ynto Platina himſelſe, I am ſure wee 
had beſt giuenone vnto you, in your 
citation of Platina,who haue yronged 
both him and vs, inallthat you haue 
heere alleadged. All that he ſayes, is 
what you brought, and is anſweredin 
the beginning, xes decerns tamen quic- 
9#2 aperte poruitg inſteed whereof you 
make him ſay ,zon eff decrerum ibi quic- 
#4510 porwit ibi decerns quicqua; whete- 
in beſides the explicatio and chigeof 
_ thewords, you leaue out the mayne 
word aperie , which changeth the 
whole ſenſe, Platina ſaith,norhing conld 
be decreed openly , you alleadge him 
ſaying , there was not, nor conld be any 
thing at all decreed, whereas the de- 
creeing of nothing openly, doth im- 
ply that ſomething was decreed, 
though not openly; and for the mea- 
ning of Platina's words, | referre the 
reader to the firſt paragraph , Where 
I chew, that theſe words of Plarina 
were ſpoken with relation to the buſi- 
neſleof theHoly warres,and not con« 


cerning the decrees of this op_ 
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And as heere you leauc out a word 
to the corrupting of the ſenſe, fo in 
the following words which you al- 
lcadge, ( asif they were placedin Pla+ 
tina as they are in you , and were a 
further proofe of the ſame aſſertion, 
whereas they haue no connexionto- 
getherinſenſe ,andareabouca dozen 
lines aſunder, )you put in aword, 
v hichisthe very hindge on whichtche 
ſenſeis rurned;, and turned contrary 
tothe aſſured truth thereof ; and that 
1s the word, Jpſe, he himſelfe , as it the 
condemnation of Almericus and the 
booke of Ioachim had beene the 
Popes att withour the Councell, that 
ſo youmighr prouethe Councell fal- 
ſihed,whereinthe ſayd attsare recore 
ded to haue paſſed, And then you 
addeas another ſaying of Platina, or 
as your conſtruction of the former 
words of Platina, He /ayes, it was no8 
the Councell of Lateran that made any 
aecrees to condemne them , but that Pope 
Innocent condemned them himſclfe. But 
Platina hath neither any ſuch formall 
words, nor ate they the meaning of 
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the words he hath; for his ſaying the 
Pope did condemne them , doth nor 
neceſſarily imply thar the Councell 
of Lateran did not condemne them, 
forit might be done by both, either 
ſeucrally or together, and this latter 
way it was done, as I hauc alrcady 
proued, and doe noy againe by the 
reſtimony of « Beluaceniis, whoſpea- 
king of this Conncell ſaith, thatthe 
Abbot Ioachim and Almericus were 
condemned therein. So that you are 
Ipſe, He himſelfe » that have falſified 
Platina, layd vniuſt obieCtions againſt 
the Councell of Lateran,and (aperre) 
manifeſtly condemned your ſelfe of 
toyle play by the cuidencs of the 
fat, 

Fora cloſe to this ſetion,you ſay, 
wee may well conclude , that both 
theſc and other things de guib#s nhil 
decerns porutt in Concilio, were by the 
Pope ſer downe in his owne Decrc- 
talls; out of which he tooke theſe Ca- 
nons , whocuer he Was that compiled 
them inco the forme of a Councell. 
Your concluſion is like your premil+ 
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ſes, thereisno truth in cither of them 
borh; you ſay , that both theſe and 
other things, (I ſuppoſe you meane 
all che Canons aſcribed to this Coun«- 
cell, )were ſer downe by the Popein 
his owne Decrertalls , that is, accor- 
ding to your meaning , inuented by 
the Pope, and pur hrſt into his Decre- 
talls; forif they were firſt decreed in 
Counccll,and afterwards put into the 
Decretalls, itis not for your purpoſe, 
but againſt you ;and that it was ſo, [ 
hauec already ſufficiently proued; and 
doe yet againe by the title of theſe 
conſtitutions, as they are (er downe in 
the Decreralls ; which are not barely 
aſcribed to the Pope, as many others 
are; butto him in a generall Coun- 
cell;thus, /nnocentius tertius in Concilio 
| generali, Wee may theretore well con- 
clude; that your concluſion built on 
your extreme corruption of Platina, 
| hauing (o rotten a foundation muſt 
, nceds fall tothe ground, 
* Laſtly youſay, that he tooke them 
| out of the Popes owne Decretalls, 
 vhoeycr he was that compiled the 
| | G tj | 
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Canons into the forme of a Coun: 
cell. But I hauec proued before, that 
he rooke them out of the originall 
R<ecords of the Councell; and it he 
had taken them out the Popes De. 
cretalls , it had bene well enough; 
tholc Decretalls nor being the Popes 
owne , {ingly , as you haue ſayd , bur 
the Popes and Councells of Late- 
ran together , as I haue many wayes 
proued. So that ofall that you haue 
hicherto ſayd, there isnot one word 
bur is cithervntrue, or impertinent; 
and to yſe your oWnc words , de qui- 
bus nihil decernt poteſt. Y et as if you 
had not ſayd enough of this nature, 
you gocon to make faults, in itecd 
of finding them (as you ſuppoſe) in 
o:hers. = 

For the third Canon of this Councel 
( concerning the excommunication of 
gemporall Princes , and the Popes power 
zo free their ſubietts from all obedience 
zo them, and to zine away their kine- 
domes ) is indeed one of the Extrauas 
gants; »Cap. 13. de Hereticis , that is 
Pope Innocents owne Decree , and nt 
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,» cerni potuit. Ss 1# the 71. Canon , con» 
at cerning the recouery of the Holy Land 
ll from the Saracens ( for which this 
3 Councell was chiefly called , and met 
- | rogether) the compiler hath made the 
3 k mords ro run tn 4 Popes ſtile, and not 
's in the file of a Councell, Ad liberan= 
{ dam terram ſantam de manibus im- 
- piorum, ſacro Concilio approbante 
s definimus, &c. neither in the Councell 
c was there any ſach Decree made ; as 
i | both Card. Bellarmine ( againſt king 
; Tames's Apologie,) and Endemon Ci- 


-  &donius(inhisParall. Torti & Tortur,) 
) doe confeſſe out of Platina. He therfore 
that made theſe two decrets , of abſol- 
' wing ſubieits from obedience to their 
| Princes , and of reconering the land of 
promiſe from the Saracens , may well be 
| rhought ro haue made that deeree alſo 
| of Tranſubſtantiation , which hath made 
© fach anoye mthe world, and ferwhich 
| this Councell is ſo often quoted under 
the name of Maximum omnium, Ge- 
nerale,& celeberrimum Concilium. 
Anſwer. 
The third Canon of this Couns 
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cell, concerning the excommunica- 
tion of temporall Princes, you ſay, 
is one of the Extrauagants , cap. 1;, 
de Hereticis, but you are very Extra« 
uagant in ſaying ſo; for there is no 
ſuch matter in the place by you 
cited , nor indecd any ſuch place as 
you haue here rashly ſet downe, 
All that is to be found is this ; that 
in the fifth booke of the Extraua- 
gants , there is a Title de Hereticy, 
ynder Which title are only three 
chapters , and in them not a word 
of this matter. And this for the truth 
of your quotation ; I vill now con- 
ſider the {ſenſe of what you ſay, and 
the truth thereof. The third Canon 
( ſay you ) is one of the Extraua«+ 
gants ,that is , Pope Innocents owne 
Decree. By which it ſeemes, that it 
1s the ſame thing with you , to be 
one of the Extrauagants, and to be 
Pope Innocers owne Decree;as ifthe 
EXtrauagats werePope Innocets owne 
decrees;whereas it is apparat by the ti- 
tlesto whomthey areaſcribed,that not 
one of them was made by Pope In- 
nocent ; ſo mightily are you mil- 
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taken in this matter. This Decree 
then is not Pope Innocents ow ne, 
and not the Councells of Latcran, as 
you lay , bur Pope Innocents owne, 
and rhe Councells of Lateran ; his, 
in and With the Councell of Late- 
ran,as I haue proucd. You alſocite 
your ſelfe ( for it is to be found in 
no authour elſe) againſt the Coun. 
cell of Lateran, ſaying , vbs nihil de- 
cerni potuit » where nathing could be 
decreed ; againſt which I oppoſe 
(beſides all that I haue ſayd before) 
a man of much better authority, Al- 
bertus Crantzius , who ſaith * Cop 
cilium maximum congregautt Latera- 
num ; ibs multa conſtituta, que hodie ex* 
rant in corpore taris , there many things 
were decreed, which are at this day ex- 
rant in the body of the law. 

Moreouer the ſenſe of this Canon 
you doe lamely , and with change 
of the tearmes ſet downe; for there 
is no mention of kings nor king- 
domes ; and then the Popes ab- 
ſoluing of the walls of temporal 
Lorgs ( for thoſe arc the words of 


4 Crantz) 
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the Canon ) from their fidelity 
tothem,, and expoling their land to 
be occupicd by Catholiques, expreſt 
ro be bur in the caſe of negle to 
purge their land of hereſy , andcon. 
tinuance therein after excommuni. 
cation by the Bishops , and after a 
yeecres contempt of making fatisfa. 
Qion ; and then there 1s added 
this reſcruation allo , Selus iure Dy. 
mini priucipalis , &c. ſaving the right 
of the principall Lord » ſo that he gine 
no obſtacle herewnto » nor oppoſe any 
imprdiment. Now this power of the 
Pope, whatſocuer it be, is farre from 
that which your confuſed words in- 
ſinuate, which to your weaker readers 
(1 ſuppoſe) will ſound, as if the Pope 
had power to abſolue the ſubicQs of 
any kings from their fidelity , and 
diipolſc of their kingdomes when, to 
whom, and for what cauſc ſo cuer 
they pleas'd ; which is nothing ſo, 
Yer if this power of rhe Popes were 
ſo vaſt as you belicue it, or would 
haue othersto belicuc it, why should 


u trouble you? And why should pou 
| g 


ww wt 


a 


 , MF i 7 2, 2+ 


ry 


—__ WU Rb. 


the Councell of Lateray. 6t 
be more tender of the intereſt of 
Princes than they themſelues, and 
all their courts about them , who 
cither received this Canon imme- 
d:atly from the Councell, as I haue 
ſayd and proucd, or elſe ſuffercd ir 
tobecoſeningly thruſt ypon them, as 
you haucſayd, butnor proued. 

And I wonder that you a Prote- 
ſtanc, Should faſten vpon this decree 
of depoſing of Princes by the Pope, 
(to make the decrees of this Coun- 
cell odious and incredible , ) when 
as itis rell knowne, that the Popes in 
ſixteene hundred yeeres, haue not de= 
poſed ſo many, as Proteftants in one 
hundred; for almoſt » herfocre the 
gangrene of that hereſy hath ſpread 
it ſelfe,they have cither aQtually depo- 
ſedand expelled their Princes, as in 
Swede, Denmarke,Scotland, Nether- 
lands,Geneua ; or divers times attEp- 
ted by violencerodocit, asin France 
often,in Bohemia,in Poland,and now 
t is feared in England. And if you 
ſay, that though theſe Puricane Proce- 
ſtants haue borch taught and dons 
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theſe things, yettherrue Proteſtant of 
the Church of England, he neuer 
taught ſuch do@rine, he cinotthinke 
ſuch athought without horror; ſurely 
wee haue nothing but your bareand 
often broken word for our ſecurity, 
For what experience hath the king, or 
his few predeceſſors of your religion 
had, that in caſe they should hauc de. 
priued you of your delires , as they 
denycd to graunt the deſires of the 
Puritanes,it they should haue turned 
you out of your Bishoppricks and 
Deanerics , taken from you the 
Church vſurped Liuings, ſet vpa reli- 
gion that would not hauc endured 
wiuing preachers, what experience 
haue they had, thatin theſe orthelike 
caſes, your Proteſtants of the Church 
of England would not attempt their 
deſtruftion, andif they were able, lay 
the axe on their necks, as your Su- 
preme Gouuecrnour of your Church 
of England Queene Elizabeth and 
her inſtruments did , on the necke of 
the renowned Mary Queene of Scot- 
land ,and Dowager of France. 
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Can you thenthinke much that the 
Pope, a perſon of an other _ 
and more diſ-interefſed than the ſub- 
ic&s of Princes, Should haue ſome 
kinde of power, by all conuenient 
wayesto reduce and corre(thereticall 
Princes ? Eſpecially ſeeingthe Empe- 
rours, Kings, and Princes gaue their 
yotes vnto this Decree, and were, for 
ſo much as concerned themſelues, 
the makers thereof. Bur you willnor 
belicue that this decree was made in 
the Councell, bur thinke that you 
haue proued the contrary, My aduice 
then 1s that you acquaint the Kings 
and Princes on this {ide the ſeas, with 
this ſtrange cheat thar is put vpon 
them; itislikero bea matter of high 
acceptation to them , of great re- 
proach to their ynfaithfull ſeruants, 
that would not diſcouer that ' which 
you haue done, and of greatprayſe 
and preferment to your (elfe, 

You further obie& againſt the A& 
of the expedition for the recouery of 
the Holy Land, ( which you call the 
71, Canon , but no body-elſedoth ſo 
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that I know ) becaule it runnes, ſay 
you, ina Popes ſtile not inthe ſtile of 
a Councell. By which I perceiue, that 
though you are one of the Court yer 
you arc none of the Councell, for 
you are not $kil4 in the tiles of 
Popes and Councells. 

Otherwiſe you v ould haue knowne, 
that it is the manncr in thole Coun- 
cells where the Pope himlelfe is pre- 
ſent ,to decree things in his name, 
with this addition, /acro approbante Con- 
cilio, as 1n the Councell of Florence 
inliueris unions , euen as Atts of Par. 
liament of England, are made inthe 
kings name , with the aduice or conſent 
of” the two houſes. 

Youlay moreouer, that Card.Bel- 
larmine and Eudzmon Cidonius doe 
confeſle our of Platina, that there was 
no ſuch decree made. Your Eudz- 
mon Cidonius I cannot meet with 
heere,noris it much materiall, for 
that ansver which ſcrues your quorta- 
tion of Bell: will ſerue him allo,ſceing 
(as you lay) it is both their confeſſions 
out of Plarina.For the finding of your 
ciaiios out of Bell:youyſe ys yeryill, 
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giuing vs no dirc@ion , but a booke 
of perhaps twenty leaues in folio to 
finde out tyEty words, which whe wee 
hauc found, to recopence ourpayncs, 
ve finde your miſtake and falshood. 
For Bellarm.doth not ſpeake direatly 
ofthe particular chapter of the expe- 
dition, whether that were made inthe 
Councellor no, but of the buiſinceſle 
of the Holy Warre in generall , de hoc 
articulozcii multa diſputata fuiſſent, mbil 
certi definiri poruit; and there is a diffe- 
renceſ{ure berwixt nh1il certi, and nihil 
omnino, nothing certaine , and no- 
thingatall, as you wonld haucir. And 
I ſuppoſethis xhi/ cerriis meantin re- 
gard of the further and more parti- 
cular managing of the watre, from 
which they were hindred by the pre= 
ſent warrein Chriſtedome,and which 
isno denyall of the Decree of the ex- 
pedition , which conſiſts of a tew ge- 
nerall heads concerning the xayſing 

of contributions to this greatworke 
from the clergy , (wherein the Pope 
himfelfe gauea great example)of pu. 
nichmencts on thoſe that hindred ig 
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and indulgence tothem that aduan- 
ccd it, withche like. All which though 
they were vndoubredly decrecd, yer 
itmay be ſayd with Bell: out of Pla. 
tina, that afcer much diſputation there 
was nothing certaine defined ,inre. 
gard ofthe neerer and more particu. 
lar articles for the managing of the 
warrc, being put fro it by the preſent 
warre in Chriſtendo me. Yeait might 
be ſayd nihilcertiin regard of this den 
Cree it (clfe, not ofthe letter and in- 
tentionof it, but of the wars at home, 
yea ratherthe contrary was certaine, 
namely, thatit was not executed. And 
ifPlatina (or Bcllarmineour of him) 
had intended to exclude this Decree 
of the expedition ( which is all that 
weceafhrme tobe done in that kinde) 
why did they expreſle it with theſe 
relcruations, of aperreand cerri, and 
not ſay direQly and without limita- 
tion 2h:i/as you doe? which had beene 
more plaine,andagreeabletothe gra- 
uity of thoſe writers. Therfore by 
theſe reſeruations they muſt needs 
intend ſome thing , which (as I con- 
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ceiue ) is that which 1 haue expreſſed. 
Howlocuer,certaine wee are,that this 
Decrec was made in the Councell, by 
all that proofe whereby wec haue pro- 
ued the whole Councell;of which this 
15a part ; and particularly ( becauſc 
ycu heere make a particular obic@.s 


againſt it) by Matth, Paris,who inti- 


matcth ſo much, by repeating « the , yp. . 


ſubſtance of this very Decree, in al- 
moſt as many wordsas they arein the 
Councell, whichare too long to ſet 
downec heere, 

Your furtherſay, that he that made 
theſe two decrees, of abloluing ſub- 
ies from obedience to their Princes, 
and of recoucringtheland of Promiſe 
from the Saracens, may vell be 
thought ro haue made the decreeof 
Tranſubſtantiation alſo. And youſay 
truth in that, but it will not helpe you; 
for Pope Innocent mads them all, 
bur, ſacro approbante Concilio, that is,the 
whole Councell , conſiſting of the 
Pope and the reſt of the Prelats, de- 
crecdthem Nor haue you reaſonſo 


to boggle at the word Tranſublian: 


Paris bift* 
map... 
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riation , or at this Councell for the 
word;ſecing thething knewno begin- 
ning ſince our Sauiour, as our Catho. 
lique bookes doe ſufficiently proue 
and cuen the word it (elfe was in yſe 
before this Councell,as appeareth by 
Rozer Houenden in Henrico 2. where he 
hath theſe words.4 Confeſft ſont eriam, 
quod Sacerdos noſter , bonus ſiue maluc, 
1itus vel ininſt us, corpus & ſanguinem 
Chrifti poſſet conficere, & per miniſterium 
haiuſmodt Sacerdoth » & wirtutem dini- 
norum verborum , que a Dominoprolata 
ſunt, panis & vinwm in corps & ſangui- 


nem Chriſts were yore 1 rs 


Alſo by Bleſenſis, who was king 
Henry the ſecond his Chaplayne,who 
ſaith* Er vt gratia exempli , in vno $4- 
cramentorum videas abyſamprofundiſi- 
mam, & humans ſenſui imperceptibilemy 
pane & vino tranſubſtantiatis wirtute 
verborum celeſtium in corpus & ſangui- 
nem Chriſti &c.Both theſe wrote inthe 
dayes of Henry the ſecond ,and the 
Counce!l of Lat.was held in thedayes 
of king Iohn,who raigned the ſecond 


after him, And in both theſe good 
English 
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English authors, doe wee finde the 
word rranſ/ubftantiated, applyed tothe 
bread &wine chaged intothe body 8 
bloud of Chriſt; nor doe wee finde in 
any ſtory , that theſe men were que- 
ſtioned for the vie of theſe words, as 
ifthey did import anything morein 
their ſenſe, than that which was the 
generall beliefe of that and the fore- 
going ages. Ir isnot therfore the De- 
cree of tranſubſtantiation made- in 
this Councell afterwards, which hath 
made ſuch a noyle in the world, as 
you ſay it hath, but the heretiques 
and Schilmatiques that haue oppoſed 
it. 
Nor gas this Coficell for this decrees 
ſake called Maxima omnthgenerale,& 
celeberrimum , but becauſc it was ſum- 
moned by thePopetro all parts of the 
Chriſtian world, and there mer toge- 
ther the greateſt and moſt renowned 
aſſembly both of Clergy and Laity, 
that cuer was in the world : which 
therfore itill becomes you roderide, 
In fine,the three particular decrees 
you heere oppoſe, bur hauc yes 
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nothing againſt chem, are firſt inſer- 
ted into the Decretalls , which was 
done by Pope Gregory IX.not many 
yeeres after the Councell was held; 
whotherein vicd theſcrnice of one of 
the beſt men of the world, asI haue 
proued before. Secondly , they are 
put into the number of the Canons of 
this Councell by Crab: who (as I 
haucalſo proued) tooke them out of 
the Originall Records, Thirdly, they 
arcalloreckoned amongſt the reſt of 
the Canons, by all others that haue 
made cdition of this Councell, as Su. 
rius, Binius, and whoſocuer clſc, 
Laſtly,they arc recciued and allowed 
by the Catholique Church, the ſtron- 
gcſt reſtimony of all others; and doe 
youthinke to ouerthrow them ?who 
15 ſufficient forthis? he therfore that 
attempts it , deſerucs the name of he- 
Yettcorum maximus ommum , generals 
& celeberrimus, In the next place, you 
inuade vs with an Arithmerticall ar- 
gument 3 bur when I hauec reckoned 
with you , it will appearethat you are 
nota man of good account ; for thus 
you caſt it; bo. ny os 
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But 44 it should ſeeme, he that firſt 
compoſed it, and ſtiled it ſo, or afterwards 
ſerut forth, and entituled it 4 Generall 
Councell, had not his leſſon perfelF. For 
betweene the ſenenth and the eighthGene- 
rall Comncell, I trow there cannot another 
Generall Conncell interweene,aq this not« 
withſlanding 1s made to doe, if it were [a 
Great and ſo Generall , 4s they ſay it is. 
They count the ſecong of Nice for the [e- 
wenth Generall , which was held in the 
yeare 787. and the Connell of Florence 
(held inthe yeare 1449.) forthe eighth 
General , a is there , inthe laft ſeſſion of 
it,expreſily ſet downe; Finis otaui Con- 
cilii Generalis fa&us ct 21. Tulii 8c. 
So that wnleſſe they will make two eight 
geverall Councells,this of Lateran could be 
none. ANSWER. 

You paſſe from the matter of this 
Counccll, to diſprouethe ritle therof; 
and ſay , he that entituled it a ge- 
ncrall Councell had not his leſſon 
perfe, and that becauſe (as you ſay) 
they count the ſecond of Nice forthe 
ſeucnth generall Councell , and the 
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Councell of Florence far the eighth, 
& betwecne the feueth and the eighth 
there cannot another interucene, as 
this is made to doc, if it were fo great 
and (o generall,asthey ſay itis, Truly 
if he that published this Councell, 
had had his leſſon no perfeQer than 
he that made theſe obieRions , he de- 
ſerucd to be whipt for a trewant , for 
neugr y crethereſuchidle obicions 
made: .I pray who are theſe , rhey, 
that account the Councell of Florece 
the cighth general| Councell? your 
readcr cannot but thinke you meane 
vs. Roman-+ Catholiques- , againſt 
whom you herre diſpuce, and whom 
you would make to appeare ſo ſim. 
ple , that they cannot tell cight, But 
it is notthe Roman account, 7 rrow, 
that you heere follow , but the ſchiſ. 
maticall Grecian, who yet will giue 
you no more thankes for it, norno 
more admitt you a member of their 
Church, than will the Catholiques, 
You muſt know then, if you did not 
before,that the cighth generallCoun- 
ccl| was celebratedin Conſtantinople 
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againſt Phorius ,who made a ſchiſme 
berweene the Latin and Greeke 
Church , they of theſchiſme reieted 
this eighth , and many other generall 
Councells , which were cclcbrated 
inthe weſt; amogſt which this fourth 
of Lateran ({ you ſo ſtrongly and 
weakly fightagainſt ) was one ; ynrill 
the Grecians meeting againe with 
the Latinsin the Councell of Floren- 
ce, theGrecians called rbat the eighth 
general! Councell; which yet ſoone 
after they reie&ed , and ſoatthis day 
allow but ſcuen. Burt if men may re- 
ceiue and rciet Councells at their 
pleaſure , then you may with the 
Lutherans allow but fix ; with the 
Eutychians which are yet in Aſia, 
bur the firſt three ; with the Neſto- 
rians which are yet in the Eaſt , but 
the firſt two ; with the Arrians and 
Trinitarians which are in Hungary 
and Poland , none at all. And this 
youand yours may doe with as good 
reaſon,as they doe reieft and reuile 
this of Latcran, and aboue all, the 
ſacred Oecumenicall Counccll of 
Sn. - 
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And that you may againefall into 
the faulr,of which you falsely accuſe 
others ; you are out in your com. 
putation of the yeeres of the hol. 
ding of the Counccll of Florence; 
burtthis I doe not mention as a matter 
of moment, ir being brought in bur 
on the by. But I cannot omitt a 
weighty paſſage that you haue a little 
before, where you ſay, that betweene 
the ſeucnth and the cighth generall 
Councell you trow , there cannot 
come another, if it wereſo greatand 
ſo generall , as this is ſayd to be. 
Wherby you intimate,that the great- 
neſſe of this Councell was the hinde- 
rice that it could not come berweene 
the ſcuenth and the cighth, and by 
conſequenee , that if it had beene a 
little one, it might haue come bc- 
tweene ; which is a very new and 
pretty fancy. A little generall Coun- 
cell it ſeemes might haue crowded in 
betweene the ſcucnth and the eighth 
as an appendix to the former , or 
otherwiſc haue found place and ynion 
with it vader the ſame name and 
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number of the ſeuenth, burthis being 
ſo great and ſo generall, could not 
poſſibly finde aroome berwixt them, 
but that it muſt make two cights , as 
you lay, rather than an eighth and 
a ninth , which ninth (ifirhad beene 
ſo, inthis caſe ) might yer haue beene 
called the cighth in ſome other re- 
ſpe& , as I haue shewed. Bur I had 
thought that Councells in regard of 
number being of di/crere quantity, did, 
not require any place by reaſon of 
their greatneſle, (as if they were in 
this regard,of continued quantityallo,) 
more than if they had beene little: 
theabſtrat number of eight, (I troy) 
can no more come in, betweene 
ſeuen and eight , in a {mall ſubic& 
tha ina great; and therfore the great- 
neſſe of this Councell was no more 
hinderance to its coming in . be- 
tweene the ſeuenth and the eighth, 
vithout chaging the name and order 
of the number , than if it had beene 
neuer (o little, 

You tell vs alſo , that in the laſt 
{cſlion of che Councell of Florence 
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it is expreſſely ſer downe, Finis o74- 
wi Concily generalis,@&e. yerthe words 
more expreſſely than you baue ſer 
the downe are, Fins generalis oft aue 
Synodi,which though not different in 
ſubſtance , yer the difference of the 
words Concilium and Synedus if you 
had vnderſtood the realon thercof, 
had beene enough to preuent your 
obic@ion, For it appeares hy an 
epiſtle of Bartholomeaus Abramus 
to the Archbishop of Raucnna, ſet 
downe by Crab at the beginning of 
this Councell, and by Binius atthe 
end , that the Latin Originall of this 
Councell was loſt, and that this that 
is now cxtant, was tranſlated by the 
ſayd Abramus out of the Greeke, 
for which reaſon he yſcth the word 
Synodus according to the Greceke, & 
not Concilium ;andit is called otfaue 
becauſc itwas ſo inthe greeke which 
heetranſlated;and the Greckes ict it 
downe ſo, becaule (as I favd before) 
they accounted no Councells gene- 
rall.but where they themſclues were 
preſent and which they did recciue, 
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of which this was indeed the eighth, 
Bur this account is ( for very good 
reaſons) reieted by *Surius and ® Bi- 
nius , and by all Catholiques. And 


Crab though hce hauc no caxrar vp- Concil, Flex | 
c ren, 


pon thisplace, yet that you may le 
he ſpake according to the lerter of 
the greeke coppy, and nor his owne 
minde , he calleth all the Councells 
berwixt the 2. of Nice , and Floren-« 
ce, Generall Councells; all that the 
Church accounteth ſo; and particu- 
larly of this Councell of Lateranhe 
layth, In/{ituta generalis Concily Late= 
ranenſis trempors Tnnocenty Pape terty. 
Inthe end of thisſeQion you make 
this notable concluſion; Sos that wne 
leſſe they will make two eight generall 
Councells , this of Lateran could be none) 
which our of your diſcourſe may as 
iuſtly beinferred thus, ſothatvnleſſe 
they will make two , or nine eight 
generall Councells, that of Conſtan- 
tinople the fourth , the fower of La« 
teran , the two of Lions , that of 
Vienne , thar of Piſa, that of Flo- 
rence, or ſome one of theſe could be 
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none. Could be none, isa falſe con: 
ſequence, could not be the eighth, is 
true ; nor 1s that of Florence or La- 
teran numbred for the eighth by any 
Catholiq cs at this day , but this is 
reckoned the twelfth, that moſt com. 
monly the ſixteenth. Bur that the 
number of eight, which youſo hunt 
heere, may come in( becauſe nos wu- 
meri /ſumus)he that firſt made this ob. 
icon (which I belicue was not you) 
Shall by my conſent bereckoned $4- 
ientum octawns, the erehth wiſe man, 
which he $hall be without a riuall, 
there shall not be two of them; e{pe- 
cially if he that nextaſpires to it bea 
great one, for then ( 7 7row ) hecan- 
not inrerweencin the order of number, 
berwecne the eighth and theninth, as 
you haue taught vs for our learning. 

Ge 

Beſrdes , if it were a general! Councell, 
how came it to paſſe , that the Canons of 
it were nener generally recerued ? 45s 4- 
mongſt vs mn the Church and kingdome 
of England they were not, and as without 


doubt they would hawe brene , had the 
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Councell in thoſe dayes beene accounted 
enerall , and the Decrees of it under 

that ftile and title ſent abroad into the 

world. Bus with vs in Enzland ever ſince 

that time , and contrary to the 46. pre= 
tended Canon of it , ſabſidies have beene 
payd to the king , inconſulto Pontifice; 

and arainft the 41.Canon,with vs Currit 
przſcriptio, thowgh oftentimes ex bona 
fide ortum non habeat ; and yet againe 
contrary to the third Canon there , with 
vs, Clericorum bona qui de hzreſ1 
conuiti ſunt , they goe nor 28 the w/e of 
the Church , but are alwayes brought ints 
the kings Exchequer. 

ANSWER. 

The generality of this Councell 
you farcher goc about to diſprouc, 
becauſe the Canons thereof were not 
(as you ſay generally recciued ; and 
this you proue, becauſe they werenor 
receiued in England ; but that they 
were not recciued in England you doe 
not proue , but by three inſtances , 
which you doe not proue; and if you 
had ,they had proucd nothing. For it 
15not properly the general! -: "Na 
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that makes a Councelltobe general, 
butthe generall calling thereof from 
all parts of che Chriſtian world , and 
ſuch was this. Otherwiſe no Councell 
could beſtiled generall inthe calling 
of it, or while it was fitting ,or when 
it was concluded, yntill ir did appeare 
that all the world had recciued it, 
which is a condition that neuer hap- 
_- to any Councell , becauſe 
ome or other heretiques ( againſt 
whom all generall Councclls haue 
beene commonly called ) or perhaps 
all, did refuſe to receiue it. So that by 
this your character of a generall 
Counceli,you haueplainly cashcired 
all the generall Councells that euer 
were; forcucnthe firſt fower, which 
you ſecme ro magnifie , and grant 
them the title of Generall, were the 
Canons of them generally recciued? 
It is manifeſt that they were not but 
were reieftedby all thoſe ſorts of he- 
'retiques who were the occaſion of 
their calling. 
Morcouer , your reaſon to proue 
that the canons of this Councell of 


the Councell of Lateran. 7: 
Lateran were not generally recciued 
to wit , becauſe they were not recei- 
ued in England; if it yere true, yer 
it is inconſequent , and your deccipt 
or miſtake lycth in the indiſtinQtion 
of the word Canons , whereof ſome 
be oof faith , ſome of manners and 
diſcipline, Now that a Councell be 
accounted to be generally recciucd, 
it 1s not required that the Canons 
of diſcipline and praQtiſe be receiued 
in all kingdomes, but it is ſufficient 
that the Canons concerning mat« 

'ters of faith be generally re- 
cciued, to ſtile the reception gene- 
rall, andthe Councell generall , for 
{o much as the generality of recep= 
tion can contribute to the title of 
ts being generall. As for example, 
the kingdome of France doth not re- 
cetue = decrees of the Councell 
of Trent concerning gouernment, 
but of faith ir doth, asdoc all other 
Catholique Countries , for which 
reaſon, euen this kingdome which 
denies to recciue the Councell of 
Trent in matters of gouernment, 
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doth notwithſtanding acknowledge 
it generall. By whichir appeares, that 
you are not {o well verſed in Gene. 
rall Councells and their reception, 
as to kno y diſtinQly the meaning of 
the words according to their Catho. 
lique -vſe. Now there is no doubt 
that the kingdome of England did 
receiue this Councell for the matters 
of faith , otherwiſe it would haue 
beene noted herencall as now it is, 
and forirs not receiving the Canons 
of diſcipline and gouernment , you 
proue nor but by your owne bare 
word, which I may moſt tuſtly deny; 
yet I haue other proofes againſt 

Ou. 

Bur firſt I will take notice of your 
miſtak2( if not vnfaithfullneſſe ) in 
your deſcription of the 46. pretended 
Canon ( as you call it ) contrary to 
which , youſay , ſubſidies haue beene 
payd to the king , #ncon/alro Pontifice; 
as if that Canon had fayd, that no | 
ſubſidies ac all should be payd rothe 
king but by the aduice of the Pope, 
whereas the Canon ſpeakes only of 
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the ſubſidies of the Clergy, as requi- 
ring the Popes aduice. As for the 
practiſe of England contrary to theſe 
three Canons you mention, if it be 
true (which I doenot belicue, becauſe 
I baue heard good lawyers in Eng- 
land ſay the contrary inone , which 
concernes preſcription ) yer it doth 


' notprouethat theſe Canons were not 
| recciued ; for theſe croſſings of the 
{ Canons may happen, cicher through 


indulgence of the Pope granted to 


| the kings , or the kings vſurpation: 


contrary tothe Cands recciued; or in 
your initice of preſcription , through 
the headſtrong impiecty of the people, 
who yill not obſeruethe good lawes 
they receiue , being contrary to their 
euill cuſtomes. If England had ob- 
ſerued all theCands they haue heere« 
tofore recciued, when they were as 
wiſc, as learned , as pious , as iwudi- 
cious (atthe leaſt) as now they are, 
you and [ (I bclicue ) should not 
have beene at this bay , that now we 
are. Noy contrary to your proofcleſſe 
aſſertion, I prouetharthe Canons of 
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this Counccll were recciued in Eng. 
land, as w<ell thoſe of manners as of 
faith ; firſt by the teſtimony of 
Linwood , and the municipall lawes 
of the land, as they are afhirmed by 
Franciſcus 4 ſantta Clara , in his article 
of tranſubſtantiation, 

Secodly by the Councell of Oxford 
before cited, held by thethen Arch. 
Bishop of Canterbury , bur ſeuen 
yeeres after this of Lateran , ( which 
was the yery firſt Councell in the 
world, that was held after this)where 
it is fayd ,* That all things maybe con- 
cluded wich agood end, wee enioyne that 
the Lateran Conncell celebrated wnder 
Pope Innocent of holy memory , in the 
paying of tithes, and in the other chapters 
be obſerued. By which it appeares, how 
much you are decciued,in ſaying that 
in England the Canons of this Coun- 
cell were not recciued : as you alſo 
arcinſaying. 

C. 
Laitly, I believe no good ſtory can be 


shewed 10 confirme the pretended title of 


this Conncell» that the Patriarch of Te- 
ruſal w 
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reſale and Conſtantinople were preſent 
at it» and 70. Metropolitans beſides; 
though that will not make it general net= 
ther,for want of the two other Patriarchs 
of Antioche and Alexandria, who are not 
meniioned to haue beene amone them. 
Howſoener, nihil ibi atum quod qui« 
dem conſtet ; and /o was it neither any 
Generall Councell, nor js much 4s any 
Councell at all. 

ANSWER. 

What you belicuc imports not, for 
I know youbelicue many herefics and 
errors, amongſt which errors this is 
one, Thatno good ſtory can be shey= 
ed that the Patriarchs of Icruſalem 
and Conſtantinople were,preſent at 
this Councell &c. One is {ayd to be 
preſent either in perſon or by deputy; 
that thoſe two Patriarchs which you 
fcſt mention, were there in perſon,is 
affirmed by Plarina, Paris, and Vrſ- 
pergenſis;and thatthe other two were 
there by their deputies, with aboue 
70. Mctropolitanes, beſides a very 
great number of Archbishops , Bi- 
Shops, Abbors , and Pxiors, _ in 
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perſon, and ſome by Proxy; and 
with rheſe the Legats and deputiesof 
the rwo Emperours, of all ( or almoſt 
all) the Kings, Princes, citries and 
other places of the Chriſtian yorld, 
1s recorded by Paris, and Vripergen- 
fis. And I {uppole you will not deny 
any of them to be good hiſtorians, cl- 
pecially Paris and Platina,whom you 
called in,inthe beginning of this your 
workc, as witneſſes (as you thought) 
ie againſt rhe Canons of this Councell, 
5 aMarth, 4 Parisand Vripergelis ſpcakcalmoſt 
GR 2.0165. hiſt inthelame words; thus: Anno ab Ins 
{tc  carnatione Veybt 1215. celebrataeſt ſanta 
£27 #71 Wniuerſals Synodus Rome , 1n Eccleſia 
3 21..320, Salvatory, que Conſtantiniana Vocatur, 
menſe Nowembri, preſi idente Domino In- 
mocentio Papa terrno, Pontificatus e114 
anno 18.19 quo fuerunt Epiſcops 412. 1n- 
fer quos extiterunt te precipurs Patriar- 
chis duo, Videlicer, Conſtant : &E Hiero- 
ſol: Antiochenus autem gran languore 
detentus, Yenirenon potwit, ſed miſt it pro 
ſe Vicarwm, Anthedarenſem Epiſco- 
pum: Alexandrinus Vero ſub Saraceno- 
rum domnio conſtiturs , fecit quod po= 


SS SS. Ss an GS ame cn eb af @ > -- - #twa © ©. 


the Councell of Lateran. %y 
euit, mittens pro ſe Diaconum It um Ger- 
manum ; Primates autem + Metropolis 
tan 71.ceterum Abbates & Prioves Vis 
tra oftingentos 3 Archiep1ſceporum Vevo 
& Epriſcoporum , Abbatum,eg* Priorum, 
& Capitulorum abſentium Procuratorum 
non fuit certws numeruw comprehenſus. 
Lezatorum Vero Regs Sicilie 1n Romde 
norum [mperatorem eletty, Imperatoris 
Conftantinopolitans, Regs Francie, Re- 
gis Angliz Regus Vngarie , Regu Hie- 
roſolymitant , Regus Cypri, Regu Arra- 
gone, necnon e3 aliorum Principum, 
Magnatum ciultatum , aliorumque loco« 
rum 11ges fuit multitudo, Hecreis your 
erroneous belicfe plainly and am- 
ply confuted, I wonder what hiſtories 
you hauc read concerning this Coun= 
cell, that cheſe Should eſcape you el- 
pecially Paris the Popes dearc friend, 
and Platina the Popes owne Secretary. I 
haue therfore reaſon to belicue that 
you tooke vp theſe obieQtions vpon 
truſt, and of men that were not faith» 
full, who haue greatly decciued you, 
And therfore the title ofthis Coun- 
cell which you againe ſo ſcornctully 
ly 


_ 
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and boldly call pret: nded , Shall be 
ceally accounredGenerall,by the belt 
and noblelt part of the world, the Ca- 
tholique Church, when all other pre- 
tended Churches, Councells, and 
their Canons , their Bishops,Deanes, 
and Chapters $hall hauc no bcing, 
nor memory bur of dishonour, 

You further ſay, (according to your 
Manner, without proofe, ) that this 
Councell vas notGenerall, for wartof 
the perſonall preſence of two of the 
Parriarchs ; wherein you are much 
-miltaken: for othcerwiſethe firſt fover 
commonly ſtiled Generall, and for 
ſuch acknowledged by very many 
Proteſtants, cannot betruly ſuch, be- 
cauſe the Chicfe Patriarch , the Bt- 
Shop of Rome, was notpreſent in any 
of them , bur by his Legats, Valeſle 
you'will ſay,that though two may not 
be abſent, yet one may, eſpecially 
when that one is the Pope, a man 
who you(l know)canvery well ſpare, 
not only out of the Councell, but out 
ofthe world. And yet I wonderthat 
you that have had the fortune to be 
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the pretended Deane of S. Peters Bo- 
rough, and che pretended Maſter of 
S. Perers houſe , Should yer be ſuch 
anenemy to S. Peters chayre. Bur if 
you defire to know what makcs a 
Conncell generall, and what are the 
inſufficiencies thereof, which you 
oughtto haue expreſſed and proucd, 
before you had Shot your haſty bole 
of condemnation againſt this Coun- 
cell, reade Turrecremata, and Canus 
yponthis ſubie&. 
You at laſt conclude thus, How- 
ſocucr ,nihil ibi atFum quod quidem cone 
er,and ſo was it neither any generall 
Councell, norſo much as any Coun- 
cell atall. Wherein firſt your propoſt- 
tion 1s falſe and hath no authority 
(that I know of ) but the worſtin the 
world, your owne. Yet you ſet it 
downe in Latin, as if they were the 
words of ſome author, but neither ex< 


prefle the place, nor ſo much as his 
name,and therforeI takeitfor yours, 
and reieftir, Secondly if it were true 
that nothing » as done there; yet your 


inference from thence is inco{equent, 
L iij 
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to wit , thac therfore it was neither 
any generall Councell, nor ſo much 
as any Councecll atall ; concerning 
thenullicies of a Councell ,or of the 
generality therof, I need ſay no more 
than I haue done , ſeeing ir reſts on 
you toproue, thatdoing nothing is 
one. And for your afhrmation that 
nothing was done,l haue fully diſpro- 
ued it through this whole difcourle, 
I will therfore only adde the teſti. 
mony of Matth. Paris, who though 
hewere no friend to this Pope , as [ 
haue shewed before, yer ſpeaking of 
this Councell in the place abouec 
Cited, ſaith thus : His omnibus congre- 
gatis in ſuo loco prefaro , & iuxte mo- 
rem Concilioram Generalium in ſuis ors 
dinibas ſingulis collocatis, fatto prius ab 
5p/0 Papa exhortationis ſermone, recitata 
ſunt inpleno Concilio capitmla 60.(Where- 
in isa miſtake inthe figure, it Should 
be 70.) que aliis placabilia, aliis vide- 
bantur oneroſa.Tandem de negotio Cruct- 
fxi & ſubiettione terre ſanite verbum 
predicationis exorſas , ſubiunxit dts 
Cens » CAAG ha ne quid. in negotio Te« 


. 
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ſu Chriſti de contingentubus omitta- 
tatwr > volumus & mandamns » Oc. 
And (orepeats at large the ſubſtance 
of the Decree of the Expedition for 
the recouery of the Holy land. So 
that 1t is manifeſt by this, and that 
which hath beene {ayd before , that 
there were many things done in this 
Councell, yea all that are afhrmed to 
bee. And it is called a Councell, and 
a generall Councell , by Y rſpergenſss, 
Parts, Platina, Granizius, N auclerws, 
Beluacefis,and all tharT can finde that 
haue any way written therof , except 
your vncontrowlable ſelfe, Beſides 
it hath the allowance of the Holy 
CatholiqueChurch, the awfull ſpouſe 
of Chriſt, more true, more wiſe, more 
vigilant, andinfinitly more reuerend 
then all the ſets 8& Synagogues of 
Schiſmatiques, & Heretiques;& ther= 
fore their obieQios againſt her,yhom 
they ought to belicue and reuerence 
aboue all things on the carth, eſpe- 
cially when So are propounded 


peremptorily , as theſe arc, are fitter 
(0 be reietcd than to be anſwered, 
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I conclude with the words of Surius: 
a N emo [ans mentis ambigere poteſt;hanc 
que ſequitur Synodum Lateranenſem 
cum prims snſignem@ vere acumenicam 
f# fe» qutzpe in qua de negottts religionis 
ſumms Latine & Grace Eccleſia concor- 
dia trattatum eff , cutque interfuere P 4+ 
griarcha Conſtantinepolitanss , & Hits 
roſolymitanus » & Archiepiſcopi tum La- 
mium Gree 70. Epiſcopsr 412. Abbates 
& Priores plus $80. fimul omnes Prelati 
1215. aut eo piures. Nec defuere Legati 
Greci & Romani Imperatoris » Regum 
H ieruſalem, Gallie, H iſpame,_Anglie, 
& aliorum.Qnod /; vero ea cuiguam prip- 
rerea minus ponderis habere videatar, 
quod recenttor fit , ille cerie Chriſtum 
mendacem faccre velle videtur , qui per- 
exnem preſentiam ſuam promiſit Ecilefie 
ſue ,& Spiritum ſanttum ſuum , Spiri- 
tum Veritalls , qui cum ills mancat in 
eternum. Manet ſua ſemper Catholics 
Eccleſie author:tas , quam quiſquis con- 
remnere auſas cf , non alle efficit wt 04 
minor /it ,j'd {ce dignumreddi » qui eins 
pondere penitus opprimarur. 
No man well in his wits 648 _ 
1748 
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that this Councell of Lateran was very fa- 
mous » and rruly generall, becauſe therein 
were handled the matters of Religio,with 
very great agreement of the Greeke and 
Latine Charches, & wherin were preſent 
the Patriarch of Conſlantinople, and Te» 
ruſalemyavd 70. Archbishops Greeke and 
Latin , Bihops 412. CAbbots and Priors 
aboue $00. all rhe Prelats togethcrwere 
one thouſand two hundred and fifteent, 
or more. Neither were there abſent the 
LAmbaſſadours of the Greeke and Ro- 
man Emperours , of the kings of Terae 
falem , France , un , England , and 
others, But if this Councell ſceme to 
«ny to hawe leſſe weight, becauſe it is later, 
hee truly ſeemes 10 be willing to. make 
Chriſt a lyar , who hath promiſed his 
perpetual preſence to his Church , and his 
Holy Spirit , the Spirit of truth , which 
remayneth with her for ener f The autho< 
rity of the Catholique Church doth 
alwayes abide here , which who ſoeuer 
preſumes to deſpiſe, he doth not leſſen hers 
but renders himſelfe worthy to be craſ- 
thed to pieces with her weight. 


And nov inftecd of your prouing 
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the Catholique writers lyars, and for- 
gers , and the Catholique Church 
credulous, negligent, and ignorant 
(which you cndeauoured ) you haue 
proued your ſelfe , vnwilc , vnlear- 
ned, and audacious ;and I belieue will 
looſe all credit and reputation of in- 
tegrity,or capacity, intheiudgement 
of all prudent men, of what religion 
ſocuer they be, that Shall readetheſe 
your ynworthy workes . Bur {uppoſe 
the thing it {elfe were true, that you 
haue laboured for ( abſtraQting the 
authority ro the contrary) to wit,that 
there had beene.no Canons madc'in 
this Councell, yea ſuppoſe there had 
ncuer: beenc any ſuch thing as this 
Councell , « hat is it to your purpoſe? 
What article of our Catholique Faith 
is therby cancelled ? how is your 
nuifible Church of England,or your 
Chappell in France (where God hath 
his Church) defended ? Not at all,by 
oughtthat you haue ſayd. No nor by 
your Mimique ating of the pricit in 
hearing of confeſſions , ( which wee 
-perhaps $hall heare too, atthe third 
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or fourth hand, for as you haue no 
charaQer of prieſthood for the hea« 
ring of Confeſſions, ſo neither haue 
youany ſealevps your lippes)wherby 
though like the a/;inws apud Cumanos in 
thelios skin , you bray & keepe ſome 
in awe, yetit may be they will be in- 
ſtruted ro diſcouer you , and make 
your vayne aſpiring the obic& of 
their contempt and laughter, as it is 
of ours, and cuen of all your fellow 
reformadoes. Your ovne concluſion 
therfore which you diſcharge againſt 
us, recoyles yponyourſelte , n:hil ibs 
attum,qued quid? conftet; inall that you 
haue done, it is certaine that you haue 
donenothing. And your obieQions 
and diſcourle haue in them neither 
any generall counſell, nor ( except 
the Counſell of the yngodly) ſo much 
as any counſell at all. 

And now let mce tell you, that ir 
were much more for yourcredit, to 
forbcare ſuch bold brauing of the 
whole Catholique Church eſpecially 
ina Catholique Country , and in the 
Court of a Catholique _—_— and 
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that with ſuch feeble and vn» 
schollerly arguments 5 of which, 
(wverc not your iudgment ecclipſed 
by parrtiality , aud your paſhon (welld 
by oppolition,and your ouerycening 
conceipt of your ſelfe the producer 
of cxtraordinary confidence and in- 
ſolence in you ) you could not render 
your ſelfe guilty, Alſo your pre- 
ſumptuous and offenſive language, 
cucn:iothe Maſters of thoſe ſchooles 
wherein you arc not wotthy to be a 
diſciple , is ſufficiently obſerucd; 
though couered with that patience 
which you haue nor delerued; 
Otherwiſe, your weakeneſle, or ma- 
lice. , or both, would ere this haue 
beene  charagerd on your brow, 
had not the hands of our Catho- 
lique Pricits beenc bound vp + ith mo- 
deity , and charity , and reſpeCt to 
thoſe, whoſee, ſuffer, but ( I belicuc 
approue not your boyſterous bcha - 
wiour, And in this þuiſfinefle of 
writing, your shamcis layd open with 
the bookes you cite, wherein your 
quotations arc not ſooner examined, 


the Councell of Lateran. 97 
than your corruptions are diſcouered. 
If therfore you haue not grace e« 
nough to become a vertuous Roman 
Catholique, of which you madeshew- 
(as there is good proofe) when you 
came firſt into theſe parts, yerlearne 
at lcaſt to be rationall in your diſ- 
courſe , honeſt in your allegations, 
and ciuill in your language , both ro 
particular reuerend and learned men, 
and eſpecially towards the whole 
Catholique Church. And then if you 
hauca dilpoſition to ſay or vrite any 
more,you shallbe ar Zo with (0- 
lidity , and equall ciuility. 

And whereas one M, Crowder 
hath reported, that I hauc renounced 
the. booke 1 lately ſer forth, and will 
not ſtand to it ; and that Door 
Holden who approued it for Catho- 
lique , hath alſo refuſed to 1tuſtify it; 
or words tothis purpoſe; and giueth 
this for his reaſon, why hee doth not 
publish the anſwer which he and his 
Coadiutors (asitis ſayd ) haue framed 
thereunto : which is indeed but a 
retreate for their inability to anſwer 
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it; I ſay, itis falſe in him whoſoeuer 
faith it , and malicious in him that 
inuentcd ic. AndI furcher profeſſe to 
him and co the world , that (notwith- 
ſtanding che (land=rsto the contrary) 
I doc auoy the ſayd booke for mine, 
and for Catholique, and ſo doth Do- 
&or Holden. And if he, or any, or 
all his fellow Miniſters, will publish 
any thing that they will call an 
anſwer therynto, they shall not looſe 
their labour , they shall hauca reply; 
whercin I make no queſtion their 
weakneſl: (hall be made to appeare, 
as hercin appeareth the weaknelle 
of D. Coſens. 


FINIS. 


*@POSTSCRIPT. 


F D. Coſens. , or any one on 

his behalfe , $hall ſay that I have 
not heere ſet downe truly what he 
yiote; wholocuer deſires to be 1a- 
tiified therein , may it he pleaſe ſec 
the originall vnder his owne hand, 
whichisin my keeping. Andalthough 
his name be not ſer ro it , yet cuery 
one that knowes his hand, will grant 
he wrote it, and the Countefle of 
Denbigh þy whoſe order I recciued 
it , ſayd that it was deliuercd to her 
by Door Coſens. Which paper, 
and others of his alſo( he inwardly 
Shrinking art his owne guilty hath 
mightily laboured to recall into his 
owne hands , that ſoethere might re- 
mayne no bandwriting of his owne 
againſt him ; but it was not fit that one 
of his temper should finde ſo much 
fauour, but thatthey Should remayne 
ypon the perpetuall regiſtry of time, 
by being committed to the preſle; 
ſeeing he hath deſerued to hauepart 
of the diuine handyriting againſt 
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him, that was againſt theHlaſphee. 
mous Baltazairz THEKEL , Thos 
art wet;hed ua 4 ballance 141d art found 
80 light, 
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